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PART I 


Review of 1949 and 1950 


THE years 1949 and 1950 have necessarily been overshadowed by the 
task of rehabilitation and reconstruction following upon the disastrous 
fire which destroyed four-fifths of Castries including the central area 
of the town on 19th and 20th June, 1948. This task has only been 
made possible through the generous grant by H.M. Government of 
£1,025,000. This grant has been conditional upon the maximum 
contribution being made from St. Lucia’s resources. The Colonial 
Development Corporation were asked to undertake the work of 
detailed planning and supervision, and the United Kingdom firm of 
Messrs. Holland and Hannen and Cubitts, Ltd., were engaged by the 


‘Colonial Development Corporation as contractors. The town is 


being rebuilt in accordance with a new plan which became legally 
operative on 11th June, 1949. 

The rebuilding of the town has put comparatively large sums of 
money into circulation and has provided temporary employment on a 
large scale. It has, however, been realised that this artificial pros- 
perity will be ephemeral and that provision must be made for strength- 
ening the Colony’s economy, not only to provide employment when 
Castries reconstruction comes to an end, but also to enable the Colony 
to shoulder the considerable loan commitments which it has under- 
taken. 

To this end it was announced on 24th July, 1950, that the Secretary 
of’State had agreed that a team of experts should be sent to St. Lucia 
to draw up an integrated programme of large-scale agricultural 
development and to advise Government, in the light of their recom- 
mendations, what feeder road development should be financed from 
the allcation of $720,000 for this purpose from Colonial Development 
and Welfare funds. The team was expected to visit St Lucia in 1951. 

The rebuilding of Castries has not, however, been undertaken in the 
period under review to the exclusion of other developments which had 
already been projected in the Colony’s Ten-Year Plan and which are 
reviewed in the following extracts from an address by the Adminis- 
trator (Mr. J. M. Stow, C.M.G.) to Legislative Council on 14th 
December, 1950 : 

‘** Looking back on 1950 I think that the most significant and hopeful portent 
has been the decision by His Majesty’s Government to send a team of experts to 
the Colony to advise what schemes of an economic nature can appropriately be 
undertaken here. 

‘** For too long this Colony has struggled along either on its own inadequate 
resources or with assistance from Colonial Development and Welfare funds and 
it has never been possible to tie in the provision of communications with pro- 
duction to an extent likely to affect the Colony. 


** Now it has been recognised by the Secretary of State that the problem of the 
Colony’s future economic productivity must be tackled boldly and imaginatively 
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in conjunction with a road programme, if the Colony’s own financial position is 
to be maintained and if considerable unemployment is to be avoided after Castries 
reconstruction comes to an end. I, therefore, look forward with confidence to 
the Commission’s findings and to their implementation. 


“It has, for some time, been realised that the Colony’s Ten-Year Plan could 
never revolutionise the future of the Colony. The demands of social services, 
education and health could not be wholly disregarded in such a programme with 
the result that the butter has been spread too thinly over the bread and no real 
and permanent stimulus has been given to production. 


** Against this broad background Castries is being rebuilt largely through the 
generosity of the Mother Country and a good deal of money is being put into 
circulation temporarily. Without this artificial boom, which will last for about 
anaes two years, the Colony would indeed be in an even worse financial position 
than it is. 


“*In this coming year it is vital to the Colony’s future that with the Com- 
mission’s help we should plan wisely and execute quickly the economic schemes 
which will be complementary to the road programme for which His Majesty’s 
Government has already generously promised up to $720,000. 


“No political considerations must disturb the choice of the schemes which 
will benefit the Colony as a whole ; no parochial pride must be permitted to 
intervene. The broad canvas must be seen objectively and I am sure that this 
House will fulfil its duty in this task. 


AGRICULTURE 


**In the field of agriculture there have been no spectacular changes since the 
position was reviewed in my last Address. 


** Sugar production and exports have shown some increase within the limits 
set by areas of suitable land. 


“The coconut industry continues to be influenced by a regional agreement 
_ which affords better returns than those obtained in the pre-war period but lower 
than the average returns from sugar and cocoa. 


** The export duty on copra was reduced in accordance with the recommend- 
ations of Professor Beasley, and at the same meeting of Council, by the provisions 
of the Coconut Industry Fund Ordinance a fund for the stabilisation and 
benefit of the industry was established. Meanwhile, the Coconut Growers’ 
Association is proceeding with the erection of a copra factory at Soufriére. 


“* With regard to cocoa, the prospects seem brighter than for some time past. 
The nursery at Union, established with Colonial Development and Welfare funds, 
is now paying dividends by making possible the distribution throughout the 
Island of large quantities of seedlings and increasing numbers of rooted cuttings 
from high yielding clones introduced from Trinidad. 


‘** During the year, six subsidiary centres have been established under Scheme 
D. 1249 for the propagation of banana planting material and recently some 
25,000 plants were imported from Dominica at a cost of about $4,000. These 
were sold at prices varying between 6 and 20 cents. 


“‘ Negotiations are proceeding between the Banana Association and Messrs. 
Band and Foley of Dominica with a view to concluding a contract on similar 
lines to that concluded in Dominica. 


‘* The Vieux Fort Scheme has now been in operation for just over two years. 


‘* The provision for working credit for the Vieux Fort area in 1951 is provided 
at half the figure for 1950, subject to a review by Finance Committee of the actual 
programme for 1951. This reduction has been made as the scheme carries 
considerable reserves of fertilisers etc., and it is felt that capital expenditure could 
reasonably be curtailed this year. This provision will enable some activity to be 
continued at Vieux Fort until the area can be absorbed in any programme of 
development which may result from the visit of the team of experts. 


REVIEW OF 1949 AND 1950 5 
DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME 


‘** As a result of Mr. Macleod Smith’s Fiscal Survey of the Colony published 
early in the year it was shown that the Colony’s Colonial Development and 
Welfare allocation was in fact over-committed. In other words if all the Colonial 
Development and Welfare Schemes in operation and approved were carried on 
to their normal expiry dates the Colony’s allocation of $1,797,228 would be 
exceeded by $163,968. | 


‘** Accordingly a list of schemes was prepared for curtailment or excision which 
resulted in the conversion of the over-commitment into a balance of Colonial 
Development and Welfare funds amounting to $107,548. This balance was 
earmarked for servicing debt charges on a development loan of about $1,680,000 
for five years. 


‘** During the St. Lucia delegation’s visit to London, it was decided that this 
slender balance of Colonial Development and Welfare funds should not be used 
for this purpose, but in view of the Secretary of State’s desire that certain schemes 
of economic importance, which were included in the list earmarked for curtailment 
or excision, should be proceeded with, the balance of Colonial Development and 
Welfare funds available to the Colony under the present Act is now negligible. 


. It has been possible during the year to make good progress with approved 
C.D. and W. schemes. The Vieux Fort Water Supply Scheme has now been 
completed and water from the Base is now provided to Vieux Fort town and 
as far north as Laborie. 


** At Monchy a combined school has been completed at a cost of $33,268-87 
while Health Centres at Anse la Raye and La Fargue were opened earlier in the 
year. In respect of the design of these buildings we have been fortunate to have 
had the advice of the Executive Architect, Windward Islands. 


“The Secretary of State’s approval of a grant of $31,600 from Colonial 
Development and Welfare funds for a new Methodist school in Castries was 
received a few days ago. 


** This month designs and estimates of the Soufri¢re Hydro-Electricity Scheme 
will be drawn up by the Consulting Engineers to the Crown Agents. When this 
scheme was approved in principle by the Secretary of State in May, 1949, it was 
thought that adequate information and data were available on which orders 
could be placed and, in fact, authority was given for the machinery to be ordered 
if the data was sufficient. On reference to the Consulting Engineers to the Crown 
Agents, however, it was revealed that the information was quite inadequate. 
Whereas private companies may be able to proceed to instal machinery on their 
Own initiative it is not possible for the administration to play around with tax- 
payers’ money without due caution and complete information. This, I hope will 
be available very soon on this particular project. 


Feeder Road Programme 


“ From the sum of $720,000 to be provided for the feeder road programme the 
Secretary of State agreed last summer that a sum of $96,000 should be provided 
immediately for the improvement and construction of unclassified roads subject 
to the submission of schemes establishing the economic value of the works 
proposed. 


** Accordingly, after referring the question of priorities to a local Committee 
and the Finance Committee the undermentioned schemes involving the expend- 
iture indicated have been submitted for approval : 


£ 
Soufri¢ére—Quatre Chemins Road a : ee aie 5,000 
Causeway on Mabouya Valley Feeder Road i 625 
Corner and culvert improvement on Mamicou-Raillon road 5,333 


Road to Marquis Estate a re is bt ae 1,500 
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Further applications 

“It was decided that grant funds of the order of $4,920,000 and loan funds 
(subject to revision) of $1,729,958 should be made available to meet the cost of 
reconstruction and also that the Colony should not commit itself to paying more 
than the statutory one per cent sinking fund on loans raised. During the year 
under review the Housing Scheme, which is being carried out at a cost of 
$1,688,670, has nearly been completed and was formally opened by me in the 
Governor’s absence a few days ago. Here again the sympathetic hearing which 
the delegation received from the Secretary of State in London led to the pro- 
portion of grant to loan funds being converted from 50 per cent grant and 50 
per cent Colony loan funds to 75 per cent and 25 per cent respectively. Rentals 
for the housing will soon be published. 


“The Bonded Warehouse is complete and the Customs Offices are nearing 
completion. The former, I hope, may during the year be instrumental in 
capturing some transhipment cargo trade for St. Lucia. 


“* The new Jeremie and Bridge Street roads and others necessitated by the Town 
Plan are in progress while most of the sewers have been laid in the Town. 


** During 1951 it is expected that work on the Port and Police Station, Police 
Barracks, the Post Office, Law Courts, Town Board and Government Offices and 
Library will be started and it is hoped that they will be completed in 1952. 


** During the year 1951, general elections will be held on the basis of universal 
adult suffrage and consequently this will be the last Budget which will come before 
this House as at present constituted.”’ 


A list of Development and Welfare schemes initiated or in progress 
during 1949 and 1950 is given in Appendix IV. 

During 1949 and 1950 the Colony was represented at the following 
conferences and commissions : 


The Commonwealth Parliamentary Association Conference held in 
New Zealand. 

The Devaluation Conference held in Barbados. 

The Oils and Fats Conference held in Barbados. 

The fourth West Indian Conference held in Curagao. 

A Conference of all sugar producing Colonies held in Grenada. 

A Conference of Education Officers held in Barbados. 

The Commission on the establishment of a Customs Union. 

The Preparatory Commission for the Unification of Currency. 


PART II 
Chapter 1: Population 


Tue last census which was taken in 1946, gave a population of 70,113 
comprising 33,311 males and 36,802 females. The tables below show 
‘the changes in population since 1946 by natural increase and by 
migration. 


Comparison of Natural Increase, 1946-50 





Years 1950 
Males 878 
Females 758 
Totals 1,636 
Immigrants and Emigrants, 1946-50 
Years e os 1946 1947 1948 1950 
Immigrants .. ..| 3,797 * 4,650 6,807 5,984 
Emigrants... ..| 4,015 3,988 6,732 5,797 





Increase/Decrease ..| —218 + 662 +75 + 1,354 + 187 
| 


The estimated population was 77,700 on 31st December, 1949, and 
79,500 on 31st December, 1950. The population density for the whole 
island was estimated to be 330 per square mile in 1949 and 338 per 
square mile in 1950. Of the total population more than 20,000 are 
estimated to reside in the capital town of Castries and the surrounding 
district to which it gives its name. The remainder of the population 
is almost entirely confined to coastal areas, being concentrated in the 
towns and villages of Anse la Raye, Canaries, Soufriére, Choiseul, 
Laborie, Vieux Fort, Micoud, Dennery and Gros Islet. 

Racially the island has in the main a negro or mixed negro and white 
population. Small numbers of East Indians are found and there is 
a very small group of European descent. 


Chapter 2: Occupations, Wages and Labour 
Organisation 


-OCCUPATIONS AND WAGES 

The economy of St. Lucia is predominately agricultural and it is, 
indeed, primarily devoted to the production of sugar cane. Other 
products include cocoa, coconuts, bananas and to a lesser extent 
citrus. The Colony produces no minerals of sufficient quantity to 
justify commercial exploitation. There is no major industrial activity 
apart from the processing of sugar. Charcoal burning is done to 
supply the demands for fuel locally and in some of the neighbouring 
islands. The numerous bays and inlets of the island are very suitable 
for fishing. A natural deepwater harbour at Castries is ideal for 
shipping. , , 

The gainfully employed persons in St. Lucia, according to the census 
taken in 1946, were 31,891 of whom 50-18 per cent were engaged in 
agriculture ; 0-21 per cent in quarrying and mining ; 3-27 per cent in 
fishing ; 0-69 per cent in forestry ; 14-89 per cent in manufacturing 
and repair ; 9-64 per cent in construction ; 1-75 per cent in transport 
and communication ; 4:09 per cent in commerce and finance. The 
remaining 15:28 per cent were divided among the public and pro- 
fessional services, personal service and other occupations. (These 
figures indicate the distribution of occupations in 1949-50, as no 
major change has occurred since 1946). With such restricted openings 
for work, unemployment is a perennial problem especially in the urban 
areas of the Colony. 


Since the rebuilding of Castries was put in hand, the Colonial 
Development Corporation have been the main employers of labour in 
the Colony. The building industry has absorbed a total of 1,145 
workers of all categories in more or less permanent employment. 


In 1949 a number of projects sponsored by Government, the Castries 
Town Board and private companies provided a greater continuity of 
employment than has been experienced for a number of years. In 1950 
private building in and around Castries provided employment for the 
surplus that could not find employment in the reconstruction pro- 
gramme. The extension of the Water Scheme, which is being under- 
taken by the Castries Town Board, though in its early stages, also 
absorbed some of the unemployed. Road building, which in former 
years had absorbed the greater portion of the unemployed, provided 
employment for very few persons. 


Great difficulty has been encountered in securing employment for 
women. It has been customary to use the services of women for 
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collecting and carrying road building material over short distances. 
It has now been found uneconomic to employ them and labour saving 
devices have displaced a considerable number of them. - 


During 1950, the statutory minimum wage for agricultural workers, 
which had remained unchanged from 3rd March, 1947, was increased 
from 72 cents to 84 cents per day of eight hours for men and from 
54 cents to 62 cents per day for women. The same Order in Council, 
which became effective on Ist September, 1950, increased the wages of 
male and female juveniles of 14 to 16 years from 36 cents and 31 cents 
to 42 cents and 36 cents respectively, and of male and female juveniles 
of 16 to 18 years from 48 cents and 38 cents to 56 cents and 44 cents 
respectively. 


An Order in Council, No. 18 of 1950, increased the minimum wage 
payable to shop assistants by two and a half times over the wages which 
they received in 1939. This Order became effective on Ist September, 
1950. 


Male labourers employed on the Castries Reconstruction were paid 
a minimum of $1-04 per day while the wages for a female labourer was 
88 cents per day. The rates of pay of other eaesone of workers are 
set out in Appendix I. 


The workers on the sugar estates also received increased wages 
during 1949 and 1950. The new wage rates are given below : 


Labourers : 
Men. : : : : . 98¢ per 8-hour day 
Women : : : é . 68¢ - ‘ 
Young Persons : 
Male (16-18). ; , . 58¢ per 8-hour day 
Female ( ,, ) . . . . 44¢ 29 ra 
Male (14-16) . : ; . 47¢ — a 
Female ( , ) . ? F . 38¢ PF 32 
Cane cutting ; : F . 60¢ per 133 tons 
Loading cane trucks . : : . 21¢ per ton 
Heading canes . ; ; . 60¢ per 134 tons 


A schedule of wages paid to shop assistants, domestic servants, 
waterfront workers and certain public servants is given at Appendix II. 


COST OF LIVING 


The Labour Department compiles and publishes monthly a cost-of- 
living index figure for working-class families. It is difficult to state 
accurately the increase in the cost of living to overseas officials since 
the last war, but the following list of prewar prices of certain main 
commodities compared with those obtaining in 1949 and 1950 should 
serve to indicate the extent of changed conditions. 
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Comparative Prices of Certain Items of Food 


1939 1949 1950: 
cents cents cents 

Flour per Ib 5 10 12 
Rice ae 6 8 8 
Cereals » pkt 24 50 83 
Beans » | 10 22 18 
Sugar : Sot ue 5 6 8 
Milk : » +e. qt 6 7 9 
Fish (fresh) , - gy. 10 14 16 
» (tinned). ne Geer 14 28 34 
Pork (fresh) : ot eet sai 16 28 36 
Meat (tinned) . ;. oe wee : 16 86 59 
» (fresh) ‘ tee. Geee- xe ; 16 28 32 
Bacon . : a , 48 1°17 1°17 
Ham se Bs 32 1°37 1°60 
Butter asters 716 95 
ges »» doz 18 36 72 
Cheese » Ib 48 64 72 
Coffee wes” acs 20 43 719 
Tea ; ; . 55 Pkt 1°04 75 1-09 
Potatoes. - 9 lb 5 9 9 
Vegetables (green) A ee gs 6 8 8 
be (other) . , » 4 8 8 
Tobacco : : 64 92 1°10 
Cigarettes ; S- lee ». Pkt. of 20. 20 24 32 
Beer ; : . 55 Pint 16 31 34 


The following table shows the cost-of-living figures from January, 
1947, to December, 1950 (August, 1939=100) : 


Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. May June July Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. 


1947 . : 201 201 206 206 218 220 220 222 222 222 222 227 
1948 . ; 228 228 228 228 230 230 230 228 230 229 231 233 
1949 . ‘ 235 235 232 231 233 235 235 241 241 243 243 252 
1950 . ‘ 252 252 246 246 246 246 246 246 246 243 243 244 


LABOUR DEPARTMENT 


The staff of the Labour Department consisted of the Labour Officer 
and Secretary for Labour, the Assistant Labour Officer (acting as 
Labour Inspector under the Labour Ordinance No. 17 of 1938), a 
junior clerk, a stenotypist and a messenger. 

The post of Labour Officer and Secretary for Labour was established 
under the Labour Ordinance, No. 17 of 1938, which outlined his 
principal duties as follows : 


(i) to supervise and review regularly the various forms of employ- 
ment of labour which exist in the Colony ; 


(ii) to ensure the due enforcement of Labour Statutes in the Colony ; 


(iii) to bring to the attention of the Governor every matter or thing 
which is likely to be prejudicial to the welfare to any class of 
labour, or cause any disagreement between labourers and their 
employers ; 
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(iv) to make recommendations to the Governor from time to time 
for the promoting and safeguarding of the general welfare of 
labourers. 


In practice, all disputes which are not settled by direct negotiations 
between employer and worker come to the notice of the Labour 
Department ; encouragement and assistance are given to settle these 
amicably without recourse to the Courts. The Department also 
functions as an employment bureau, and in addition collects inform- 
ation in respect of wages, hours of employment and working conditions 
generally in the Colony, compiles statistics relating to the retail prices 
of articles used by the working classes, and compiles the official cost- 
of-living index figures. 

Advice and guidance are given when necessary to trade unions and 
employers’ organisations to promote and maintain amicable industrial 
relations and develop sound organisation. 


The Labour Officer served on the following Boards and Com- 
mittees : 

The Labour Advisory Board, as Liaison Officer, 

The Rent Assessment Board, 

The Resettlement Committee for Ex-servicemen and women, as 

Secretary and Liaison Officer, 
The Labour Welfare Fund Committee, as Chairman, 
The Prices Control Board. 


TRADE UNIONS 


During the years under review there were two trade unions 
registered under the Trade Union and Trade Disputes Ordinance, 
No. 4 of 1949. The St. Lucia Workers Co-operative Union caters 
for all classes of workers while the St. Lucia Seamen and Waterfront 
Union is restricted to dock workers and seamen. 


At the close of 1950 the nominal membership of the St. Lucia 
Workers Co-operative Union was 2,500 while that of the Seamen’s 
Union was 750. 


Agreement was reached between the Sugar Association Ltd. and the 
St. Lucia Workers Co-operative Union before the commencement of 
the crop season in 1949 and 1950 and as a result unskilled labour in the 
factory and the estates received 16 and 16:7 per cent increases respec- 
tively over the statutory minimum wage. 


Wage increases for dock workers, representing an increase of 7:2 per 
cent over the previous year, were negotiated between the Seamen and 
Waterfront Union and the Shipping Agents for 1949 and 1950. Satis- 
factory negotiations were also concluded between the Seamen’s Union 
and Messrs. Cable & Wireless Ltd. of London as to rates of pay and 
working conditions for the unlicensed personnel employed on the 
CS. Electra. 
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During the years 1949 and 1950 through the efforts of the Seamen’s 
Union a Dutch shipping interest in the Netherlands West Indies 
engaged 48 seamen. 


DISPUTES 


Seventy-eight complaints and minor disputes, which arose out of 
the non-payment of wages and wrongful dismissal, were amicably 
settled through the advice and assistance of the Labour Department. 


No major disputes, strikes or lockouts were reported in 1949. In 
1950 three strikes were reported. The first strike, involving 1,200 
workers employed by the Colonial Development Corporation on the 
reconstruction of Castries, was called by the St. Lucia Workers Co- 
operative Union on 29th January, 1950. Work was resumed on 6th 
February, 1950. The workers sought a 25 per cent increase for all 
categories of workers ; payment at time and a half rates for work on 
Sundays and holidays ; the payment of the difference between straight 
rates and overtime rates for all workers who worked on 13th December, 
1949, a public holiday ; and an automatic increase in wages whenever 
the cost-of-living index figure rose to an agreed number of points. 


Efforts to arrive at a settlement proved abortive and the dispute 
was referred to an Arbitration Tribunal comprising Mr. Justice 
Jackson, Acting Chief Justice of the Windward and Leeward Islands, 
Mr. Shenfield, Economic Adviser to the Government of Trinidad, as 
Government’s Assessor, and Mr. G. H. Adams, Assessor of the 
Workers’ Co-operative Union. 


The following is the summary of the findings of the tribunal : 


(a) that the minimum wages paid to the lowest male labourer be 
$1-04 per day or an increase of 4 cents per day to all unskilled 
workers. 


(b) that double time rates be paid for overtime on public holidays 
(except Wednesdays) and Sundays. 


(c) that overtime be paid for the extra half hour’s work on week 
days for the period 11th November, 1949, to 15th July, 1950. 
No extra pay to be given for the extra half day in future. 


(d) that a percentage increase or decrease be made in all agreed 
rates whenever the cost-of-living index changes by six points, 
according to the percentage effect on the cost-of-living index of 
such changes. 


(e) that payment at public holiday rates be made in respect of work 
done on 13th December, 1949. 


(f) that no pay be given in respect of the strike period. 


The new wage rates are set out at Appendix I. 
The other two strikes took place at the Cul de Sac and Dennery 
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sugar factories on 6th and 13th March, 1950, respectively and were 
settled satisfactorily by the Labour Officer. 


LABOUR LEGISLATION 


The following legislation was enacted during the years 1949 and 
1950 : 

The Workmen’s Compensation (Amendment) Ordinance was passed 
by the Legislative Council and came into effect on 16th March, 1949. 
The Ordinance amended Section 4 of the principal Ordinance and 
provides for increased compensation as follows : 


Death : 36 months’ wages or $1,920 instead of 30 months’ wages or $1,200. 

Burial Expenses : $38°40 instead of $24. 

Permanent total disablement—adult : 48 months’ wages or $1,920, instead 
of 42 months’ wages or $1,680. 


Permanent total disablement—minor : 96 months’ wages or $1,920 instead 
of 84 months’ wages or $1,680. 


Temporary disablement— adult: 4 of monthly wage paid monthly 
instead of 4 of monthly wage. 
Temporary disablement— minor: £ of monthly wage paid half monthly 


instead of 4 of monthly wage. 


The Labour (Minimum Wage) (Shop Assistants) Order, Statutory 
Rules & Orders, No. 2 of 1949, came into effect on Ist February, 1949. 
An Amending Order (S.R. & O. No. 18 of 1950) came into operation 
on Ist September, 1950. The orders increased the rates of wages 
payable to shop assistants. 


The Shop (Hours) (Amendment) Ordinance No. 28 of 1949, came 
into effect on 30th December, 1949. The object of this amendment 
was to extend the provisions of the Shops Hours Ordinance (No. 5 of 
1941) to shops licensed for the sale of intoxicating liquors and in 
particular to provide that the working hours, exclusive of meal time, 
of local shop assistants should not exceed nine hours a day or 56 hours 
a week. 


The Labour (Minimum Wage) (Agricultural Labourers) (Amend- 
ment) Order, S.R. & O. No. 19 of 1950, came into operation on Ist 
September, 1950. The order increased the rates of wages payable to 
agricultural workers. 

No legislation exists for the provision of sickness and old age benefits. 
Most persons join friendly societies which pay sick benefits. 


A summary of the labour legislation in the Colony appears at 
Appendix III. 


Chapter 3: Public Finance and Taxation 


REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE, 


Revenue 
. Import Duties - 
. Export Duties 
. Excise Duties 


. Other Duties 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5. Licences 

6. Taxes 

7. Harbour Dues 

8. Other Fees of Court 

9. Post Office . 

10. Telephones &c. 

11. Rent and Interest . 
Total Ordinary 


Revenue . 


12. Sales of Crown 
Lands ‘ : 


Total Local 
Revenue . 


13. Colonial Develop- 
ment & Welfare 
Schemes 


Total 


678,387.93 
80,221.04 
128,212.06 
104,325.87 
29,361.86 
241,883.86 


39,474.61 


56,740.71 
84,744.46 


312,180.98: 
. . 48,390.56 


-1,803,923.24 


1,216.74 


1,805,139.98 


1,152,153.89 


2,957,293.87 


26. 
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Expenditure 


. Governor 
. Legislature . 


Administration 
Agriculture . 
Audit . 


Central Housing . 
. Charitable. : 
. Education 

. Electricity 

. Judicial 

. Labour : 

. Lands and Survey 


. Miscellaneous 
. Pensions 

. Police . ; 
. Port and Marine . 
. Post Office . 
. Prisons = 
. Public Debt . 

. Public Library 
. Public 


Works 
Department 


. Public Works 


Annually Re- 
current 


. Social Welfare 
. Subventions 

. Supply Control 
. Telephones . 
. Treasury 


Total Ordinary 
Expenditure 


Extraordinary. 
Public Works 


Total Local 
Expenditure 


. Colonial Develop- 
ment & Welfare 


Schemes 


Total . 


1950 


$6 6 O¢ 
8,060.72 
10,129.93 
121,711.15 
119,516.05 
10,544.74 
34,872.26 


147,348.45 
18,615.05 


148, 710.45 
22, 235.26 
53,076.91 
31,895.49 

102,206.34 


38,477.53 


194,859.20 
22,273.20 


67, 682.15 


1,910,194.80 


58,823.10 


1,969,017.90 


1,295,432.60 


3,264,450.50 


12. 


13. 
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10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
. Fees of Court or Office, &. 
. Post Office 
. Telephone : 
. Rent of Government property j 
Interest ; é ‘ 
. Municipal and other Loans, &c. 
. Miscellaneous Receipts 


PUBLIC FINANCE AND TAXATION 


There was an adjustment in the heads of revenue and expenditure 
in 1950 and they are, therefore, not exactly comparable with previous 
years. 


Actual figures for the years 1947-49 are given below. 


REVENUE FOR 1947, 1948 AND 1949 


Heads of Revenue 


. Customs : Import Duties . 


Export Duties . 


. Port, Harbour, &c., Dues . 
Excise ; : 

. Licences, &c. 

1. 
5. 
6. 


Spirits, &c. : 

Trade duty on spirits . 

Stamp duty: Various 
revenue services 


. Succession duty 
. Fines and forfeitures of 


Courts 


. Revenue seizures hd pen- 


alties 
Cess on citrus Bears 
Cess on Bananas 
Income Tax 
Rural House Tax 
Entertainment Tax 
Recruiting Agents 


Total Ordinary Revenue ‘ 
Land Sales 


Total Local Revenue 


C.D. & W. SCHEMES 


Total Revenue 


1949 
$ 
684,054 


67,400 
25,322 
145,823 


25,705 
49,919 


6,318 
5,259 


11,702 


38 

217 

5 
253,075 
5,620 
74 

76 
53,838 
291,138 
7,344 
22,257 
14,976 
2,932 
188,191 


1,861,283 


2,739 


1,864,022 


981,130 


2,845,152 


1948 
$ 
653,047 


58,614 
14,637 
153,706 


22,072 


47,562 


5,527 
5,086 


7,503 


809 

24 

_ 180 
168,165 
4,297 
100 

131 
54,174 
131,505 
8,279 
7,784 
14,829 
12,439 
14,281 


1,384,751 


1,078 


1,385,829 


364,849 


1,750,678 


15 


1947 
$ 
569,435 


65,992 
12,769 
136,460 


22,888 
42,804 


5,226 
9,199 


6,302 


100 

13 

116 
154,594 
4,102 
139 
335 
39,387 
75,227 
9,512 
2,090 
17,372 
4,926 
33,086 


1,212,074 | 


4,784 


1,216,858 


140,362 


1,357,220 


16 


1. Charges on account of bead 
Debt 


2. 
3. 


3A. 
. Administration 

. Agriculture and Forests 

. Audit Department 

. Ecclesiastical . 

. Education F . 
. Labour Department ‘ ; 
. Lands and Survey Department 

. Legal Department 

. Local Forces 

. Medical Department 

. Miscellaneous Services 

. Police . ‘ 

- Port and Marine Department 
. Post Office : 

. Prisons . . 

. Public Works Department 

. Public Works Recurrent 

. Telephone Department. 

. Treasury, Customs and Inland 


27. 


28. 
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EXPENDITURE FOR 1947, 1948 AND 1949 


Heads of Expenditure 


Pensions and Gratuities 
Governor 


Legislature . ; 


Revenue ‘ 


. Central Housing and Planning 


Authority 


. Post War Expenditure 
Total Ordinary Expenditure . 


Extraordinary 


. Administration 

. Agriculture 

. Police Department ; 
. Public Works Department 
. Telephone Department . 


Total Local Expenditure 


Expenditure from 
Balances 


C.D. & W. Schemes 


Total Expenditure 


Surplus 


1949 


38,173 
53,520 
8,970 
6,637 
101,670 
63,792 
10,978 
11,520 
135,388 
5,586 
16,630 
36,468 
173,537 
151,426 
134,731 
19,565 
45,384 
36,988 
39,940 
241,620 
30,566 


64,324 


160,380 


1,587,793 


327 
59,815 
4,779 
72,964 


1,725,878 


110,306 


1,033,813 


2,869,997 


1948 
$ 


38,173 
44,476 
13,130 
10,500 
87,373 
122,696 
9,774 
11,520 
122,086 
8,008 
12,776 
41,289 
6 
162,970 
139,743 
105,170 
17,992 
31,247 
31,618 
36,696 
533,261 
16,153 


56,760 


3,047 
168,421 


1,824,885 


557 


85 
36,575 


1,862,102 


88,292 
447,073 


2,397,467 


689 
169,586 


1,378,839 


940 
1,219 
6,419 

37,439 
3,273 


1,428,130 


133,581 


1,561,711 


The statements of assets and liabilities for 1949 and 1950 are given 
below. There was an excess of liabilities over assets of $743,695-94 
at 31st December, 1949, and of $1,058,375°71 at 3lst December, 1950. 
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1949 
LIABILITIES P ASSETS $ 
Special Funds 2,943,949.84 Cash 34,463.28 
Deposits . 80,899.43 Post Office 11,631.86 
Tons and Villages 2,050.49 Advances 1,063,549.35 
Drafts and Remittances 171,912.52 Joint Colonial Fund 748,800.00 
Intercolonial Accounts 24,650.25 Castries Town Board . 111,346.95 
Surplus— | Towns and Villages 8,821.02 
Reserve Fund 456,000.00 Investments 906,957.07 
Bank Deposits 50,197.06 
General Revenue 
Balance A/c. (Deficit) 743,695.94 
$3,679,462.53 $3,679,462.53 
1950 
LIABILITIES ; ASSETS ; 
Special Funds 2,132,647.35 Cash : ; ‘: 93,736.02 
Towns and Villages 2,055.44 Advances . : 1,655 ,246.62 
Drafts and Remittances 4,792.85 Castries Town Board . 154,802.01 
Deposits miscellaneous 63,910.59 Towns and Villages 15,056.01 
Intercolonial Accounts 24,650.25 Investments 997,915.15 
Joint Colonial Fund 1,296, 000.00 Bank Deposits 14,436.25 
Post Office Account 9,511.29 General Revenue 

Surplus— Balance Account 
Reserve Fund 456,000.00 (Deficit) 1,058,375.71 
$3,989,567.77 $3,989,567.77 
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20 ST. LUCIA 
MAIN HEADS OF TAXATION 
Taxation Yields 


1950 1949 1948 1947 1946 1945 
$ $ $ $ $ $ 

Import Duties : : ; .| 678,387 | 684,054 | 653,047 | 569,435 | 501,269 | 464,107 
Eroor Duvet gomum y. | dbaee | sSetee | Shot | soos | atees | 1nfou 

: um Z : , : f : 114,940 
Excise Duty on { Sugar } ‘ | 6,350] 12,997] 22,115 | 16435] 40,560] 42,451 
Trade Duty on Spirits . ; .| 83,864 | 49,919 | 47,562 | 42,804] 42,019 | 41,280 
Income Tax . ; ; ; .| 235,157 | 253,075 | 168,165 | 154594 | 132,485 | 109,276 
Succession Duty . . ; | 12,395 5,259 5,086 9,199 4,910 3,835 
Rural House Tax . , : ; $27 5,620 4,297 4,102 4,044 4,281 
Stamp Duty ; : ; .| 8,067 6,318 5,527 5,226 4,829 4,929 


Import Duties 

Ad valorem and specific rates of duty are paid on imports of food, 
drink, and tobacco, raw materials and unmanufactured articles, and 
articles wholly or mainly manufactured ; specific rates are paid on 
animals not for food ; bullion and specie are exempted. | | 

The principal imports of food, drink and tobacco are beer and stout, 
grain (rice, flour, cornmeal and other cereals), preserves, milk, pickled 
meats, hams and bacon, tea, coffee, tobacco, cigarettes and edible fats, 
butter and lard. These come mainly from Canada, the United Kingdom, 
the United States of America, British Guiana and Brazil. 

The main imports of raw materials and unmanufactured articles 
are leather and lumber which come from Canada and the United 
States of America. Those of articles wholly or mainly manufactured 
are wearing apparel, cotton piece-goods, hardware, machinery, 
medicines, metals, paints and colours, and other manufactures of wood 
and timber, which come from Canada, the United Kingdom and the 
United States of America. 

Animals (not for food) come mainly from Canada and include 
horses and asses for breeding purposes. 

Bullion and specie are imported from Trinidad. | 

The cost of goods for the purpose of ascertaining the amount of 
ad valorem duty payable is calculated on the price charged for the 
goods by the vendor and verified by the genuine invoice of such goods. 
The calculation is based upon all charges on such goods up to the time 
of their arrival in the Colony ; if the goods have been procured other- 
wise than by bona-fide purchase the ad valorem duty is calculated on 
the actual market value of such goods in the Colony at the time the 
goods are removed from bond. 

Articles imported by or for the use of Her Majesty’s Naval or Military 
Forces, the Police Force, Girl Guide and Boy Scout Association, the 
Colonial Government, the Governor or the Administrator, and 
municipal authorities, and several other articles listed under Ordinance 
No. 8 of 1940, for the purpose of encouraging trade and commerce, 
local agriculture and scientific investigation, are exempted from pay- 
ment of import duty. A preference of approximately one-third is in 
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many cases allowed on goods of Commonwealth origin. The margin 
of preference is fixed by agreement. 


The Governor in Council may remit or authorise the exemption of 
import duty or refund in whole or in part any customs duty payable 
or paid by any person or on any goods not specified in the table of 
exemptions in the 1940 Ordinance. 


Export Duties 

Export duties are collected on exports from the Colony of which the 
main are charcoal, cocoa, coconuts and copra, firewood, fruit, honey, 
lime products and sugar. 


Export prices are for the purposes of the collection of duty fixed by 
an Export Prices Committee under the chairmanship of the Collector 
of Customs. For all items except firewood and charcoal the duty is 
on a sliding scale. A cess is levied on bananas. 


Excise Duties 

As may have been seen from an examination of the main heads of 
‘ revenue and the yields therefrom, excise duty on rum maintains a 
special place. This duty amounts to $1°56 per proof gallon charged 
on spirits made in the Colony. 


The excise duty on sugar is of far less value and is levied at the rate 
of $9-98 per ton on clear sugar manufactured and consumed in the 
Colony. 


The Governor in Council is empowered to remit the whole or any 
part of the duty payable if he is satisfied that it would be just and 
equitable to do so. 


Income Tax 

The yield from income tax was $253,075 in 1949 and $235,134 in 
1950 as compared with $168,165 in 1948. Income tax rates vary on 
a sliding scale from 12 cents on every $4-80 of the first $480 to $3-12 
on every $4-80 above $24,000. The tax upon the chargeable income 
of a company is charged at the rate of $1-56 on every $4-80. The rates 
are contained in Section 23 of the Income Tax Ordinance 1947, No. 8 
of 1948, which came into operation on Ist January, 1948. 


Estate Duty 

Where death occurs in the Colony the person accountable for 
succession duty is required within three months after the death to 
deliver to the Treasurer a declaration of the value of the estate of the 
deceased. Where death occurs out of the Colony, the period is six 
months. The Treasurer may under certain circumstances extend the 
period for a further three months or six months in the respective cases 
referred to and any further delays may be granted on application to 
the Judge. 

Succession duty is collected on all estates in excess of $480, but half 
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rate only is payable in respect of successions passing to the wife of the 
deceased, the mother or the lawful son or daughter. 


Rural House Tax. 


Taxes on houses situated outside the limits of any town or village 
are assessed on the annual rental value, and range from $1°80 on a 
house the annual rental value of which is not less than $28-80 and does 
not exceed $36:00, to $4-80 on a house of a rental value of $60-00 and 
not exceeding $72-00 and 7 per cent on a house the rental value of 
which is over $96-00 per annum. 


The assessment is made by the Tax Officer and the tax may be paid 
into the Treasury or to a Rural House Tax Bailiff. Payment can be 
enforced in a summary manner before the inferior Courts. 


Stamp Duties 


Stamp duties are soiled on most commercial instruments at a 
rate fixed under the Stamp Duty Ordinance. 


Chapter 4: Currency and Banking 


Trinidad notes, Barclays Bank notes and Sterling coin were in circula- 
tion in 1949 and 1950. 


During 1949 and 1950 note circulation in St. Lucia was as follows : 
Barclays Bank (D.C. & O.) notes 1949—$128,280 ; 1950—$140,960, 
Trinidad Government notes 1949—$457,140 ; 1950—$477,140. The 
amount of coin in circulation is unknown. 


Following a Currency Conference held in Barbados in May, 1946, 
it was decided to establish a unified system of currency notes and coin 
for Barbados, British Guiana, the Leeward Islands, Trinidad and 
Tobago and the Windward Islands. The new notes were introduced 
in Autumn 1951, but a date has not yet been fixed for the introduction 
of the new coins. 


Government and other public accounts used to be kept i in sterling, 
but a change was made in January, 1948, to dollars. 


There are three banks operating in the Colony: Barclays Bank 
(D.C. & O.), the St. Lucia Co-operative Bank Ltd., and the Govern- 
ment Savings Bank of which branches exist at Soufriére, Vieux Fort, 
Dennery Gros Islet and Anse la Raye and Micoud. 


_ The St. Lucia Co-operative Bank Ltd. was established in 1937 with 
an authorised capital of $150,000. The total number of depositors in 
1949 and 1950 was 1,211 and 1,297 respectively, holding $739,575 and 
$966,705 respectively. The bank which does a fair business in small 
short-term loans declared a dividend of 9 per cent in 1949 and 10 per 
cent in 1950. It has been found necessary to limit the issue of shares 
to new applicants to a maximum of 50. 


Chapter 5; Commerce 


Total imports amounted to $6,363,422 in 1950, $5,248,187 in 1949 and 
$3,720,472 in 1948. The continued increase in the value of imports 
should not, however, be taken to indicate increased home consump- 
tion, except in building materials for the reconstruction of Castries, 
but rather due to the continued arrival of replacements of stock 
destroyed in the Castries Fire of 1948 and to the devaluation of the 
pound in September, 1949, with consequent rise in prices. | 

The United Kingdom continued to be the largest supplier, while the 
Dominion of Canada was and continues to be the only source of 
wheaten flour, an item of vital importance, and incidentally the largest 
single item of imported food. 

The main imports for 1948, 1949 and re were 


1949 1950 
- a $ $ f 
Boots and shoes : ‘ : : ; 94,337 125,693 118,506 
Cotton piece-goods : , ; : 467,384 195,186 301,330 
Cotton, other . ’ : P ie 2 39,193 63,065 42,508 
Fish, dried ‘ ; . . : ‘ 155,914 194,083 158,180 
Flour (wheaten) ; ; % ; . 337,267 416,487 454,828 
Hardware . : ; . ; : 98,354 148,070 118,748 
Kerosene ; : ‘ : , : 18,923 18,923 17,004 
Meat, salted . : : a id . 46,039 71,694 76,552 
Motor vehicles : : , ; ; 124,274 140,531 136,099 
Motor vehicle parts _—_.. ; . : 11,965 57,852 72,406 
Motor spirits. : ; : : , 45,764 57,807 54,173 
Rice ; ; : ; af 3 28,984 41,528 38,105 


The percentage and value of imports from the main supplying 
countries were : 


1942 1943 1944 1945* 1946 1947 1948 1949 1950 


7 7 7 7 Zo 7 % 7 Zo 
United Kingdom . 38:3 32°6 16:9 15-8 22:7 21°8 34-6 48-4 55-3 
Canada . : -_-— _ _ 42-4 40:1 37-2 28-8 21:6 14-2 


Other parts of the 
Commonwealth . 44-6 48-3 58-4 23°0 16°6 14-6 12-7 14-0 17-1 
. United States of 


America ; . S51 10-4 18-0 16°7 19-0 25-0 22°6 13-8 70 
Other Foreign 
Countries. - 12:0 8-7 6:8 2:1 1-6 1-4 1-3 2:2 6°4 


* These percentages are approximate. 


The values of imports according to countries of origin were : 


aA eA vee 
United Kingdom 5 ‘ ; , 1,286,366 2,540,519 3,518,721 
Canada : ; 3 . : 1,070,424 1,135,509 ,617 
Other parts of the Commonwealth ; 472,728 736,106 1,091,315 
United States of America . ; : 840,859 722,254 447,413 
Other Foreign Countries. ; ; 50,095 113,799 | 405,356 


$3,720,472 $5,248,187 $6,363,422 
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The total value of exports was $2,130,811 in 1950, $1,488,858 in 
1949 and $1,388,561 in 1948. The marked increase in 1950 is due to 
the rise in the price of copra, and the sale of cocoa in hard currency 
areas coupled with a slight increase in production. 


Percentages of exports to countries of destination : 


1942 1943 1944 1945* 1946 1947 1948 1949 1950 
% 7 7 7 %o %o % 7% 7 
United Kingdom . 61:37 32°65 14:83 52 39-3 37 50-31 5601 60-37 
Canada . . - 443 0-11 0-01 5 0-23 _ 03 2°62 82 


Other parts of the 
Commonwealth . 30:06 50°87 49-34 42 54-6 35 29°11 27°90 27°55 


United States of 
Am 


erica , . 414 0°05 0°01 1 29 27 20°39 =: 13°83 9°50 
Other Foreign 
Countries. —_ 16°32 35°81 ~ 3°1 1 °16 2°00 1°76 


* These percentages are approximate. 


AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS EXPORTED DURING 
1948, 1949 AND 1950 


1948 1949 1950 
Quantities Value Quantities Value Quantities Value 
° $ $ $ 

Sugar Products : 

Sugar, Vacuum Pan tons 6,568 659,031 7,516 819,462 8,629 1,147,120 

Molasses. . galls. 160, 891 29,918 10,369 1,607 160,625 15,548 
Cacoa Products : 

Cocoa Raw . loa . " §70,752 214,430 629,776 183,300 578,256 254,331 
Lime Products : 

Raw Lime Juice . B 12,764 8,620 5,519 4,866 9,951 6,671 

Distilled Lime Oil b. 2,972 11 ‘494 249 1,648 1,454 7 ‘047 

Hand Pressed Lime 

Oil . . Ib. 175 1,400 —_ a= — mee 

Green Limes . bris. 77 159 100 820 123 1,189 
Coconut Products : : 

Coconuts. . no. 415,715 12,505 251,100 7,662 147,365 35,680 

Coconut Plants . no. 13,506 491 : 1,081 — — 

Copra . Ib. 2,266,712 199,373 2,595,075 242,873 2,360,735 245,863 

Coconut Oil . galls. n.a. n.a. 40,105 67,071 46,545 87,554 
Honey Products : 

Honey . Ib. 148,958 16,682 108,465 10,317 77,107 7,199 
Spices : 

ONWEDEES ; . Ib. 20,395 11,048 14,280 5,612 21,689 21,694 
Cinnamon . - Ib. 3,419 1,574 442 197 — — 
Mace . ‘ . Ib. 2,537 2,914 1,707 1,106 3,365 8,478 
Ginger ; . Ib. 172 16 288 33 1,204 105 
Vanilla ‘ . Ib. 161 800 107 300 156 451 

Cotton Products : 
Sea Island Cotton Ib. 1,700 826 12,445 11,449 21,000 15,600 
Fresh Fruit ELCOUC 
Tamarinds . Ib. 24,900 2,483 1,568 110 — — 
Bananas : . behes. 2,033 2,079 119 148 2,157 3,968 
Grapefruit . . crates 5,256 271 21 116 81 174 
Oranges ; . crates 17,183 417 79 233 90 ‘439 
Mixed Fruits : — 33,250 — 2,246 — = 
Forest Products : 
Boards (native) . cu. ft. — 247 — 240 —_ ats 
Firewood . . cords 475 2,519 253 1,563 170 697 
Hardwood . . — 57 — 9 — 5,521 
Charcoal . . bags 37,954 29,262 27,130 25,706 19,270 18,347 
Live Stock & Products : 
Mules . no 14 2,180 2 80 — = 
- Horse oO. 10 4,560 1 72 — a 


Hides and Skins | Ib. == 1,214 34,636 2,658 





Chapter 6: Production 


AGRICULTURE 


In the absence of statistics of production and domestic consumption 
of crops, figures of exports are the only guide to local production from 
year to year. A table of the principal agricultural exports is given in 
Chapter 5. 

The total value of agricultural exports has continued its upward 
trend, the increase in 1950 being mainly due to an increase in the 
quantities of sugar products, cacao, spices and lime products. It is, 
however, estimated that there are at least sixty thousand acres of land 
which either remain completely idle and uncropped or which are 
subjected to periodic exploitation under a system of shifting culti- 
vation, with attendant low yields. There is, therefore, great need for 
increased capital investment in agricultural undertakings, coupled 
with greater local effort and enterprise. 


Sugar 

The manufacture of sugar still remains the most important agricul- 
tural enterprise in the Colony, and there has been a substantial increase 
in the tonnage of sugar manufactured over the past four years. Pro- 
duction is, however, still 1,500 tons short of the pre-war export quota 
of 10,000 tons per annum. During the period 1948-50, there has been 
a substantial increase in the mechanisation of sugar cane cultivation, 
accompanied by an increase both in the quantity and variety of mineral 
fertiliser applied to the cane crop. A very encouraging feature of 
1950 has been the keen interest which some sugar producers have 
shown in sugar cane varietal and manurial experiments, and in the 
possiblities of increasing the economic value of the existing sugar cane 
acreage by manufacturing by-products such as sugar cane wax. It is 
expected that these recent departures from the outmoded cultural 
practices, coupled with the benefits to be derived from varietal experi- 
mentation and selection, will cause further and more substantial 
increases in the economic value of the sugar industry. In view of the 
limited area suitable for an expansion of sugar production, the main 
prospects for development in this industry lie in the intensification of 
production on existing sugar estates. 


Cacao — 

The existing high prices now paid for cacao beans have caused a 
revival of interest in this crop. Cacao fields, which had long since 
been abandoned, have within recent years been cleaned and tended. 
There is a keen demand for cacao plants derived from the tested 
Trinidad selections made by the Imperial College of Tropical Agricul- 
ture. Further progress has been made with the establishment of a 
local cacao propagation centre under Colonial Development and Wel- 
fare Scheme D. 800. Two propagator units have been completed and 
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are in full operation. Nine hundred rooted cuttings of clonal material 
were distributed during 1950, and there were at the end of the year 
another 5,000 plants in various stages of growth prior to their delivery 
to cultivators. This scheme was designed to permit the distribution 
of some 24,000 plants annually, sufficient for the establishment of 
60 acres of cacao each year, based upon a survey of requirements in 
1945. Because of the great increase in the demand for cacao plants 
of selected clonal material, the output of plants envisaged at the 
inauguration of the scheme is now quite clearly inadequate for the 
needs of cultivators. Attempts to increase the annual output of plants 
have included the substitution of the more exacting method of plant 
production by means of leaf cuttings in place of the original stem- 
cutting technique, and the provision of extra improvised accom- 
modation for the larger number of plants now being produced. Plans 
for the production of cacao plants under the “‘open bed” system are 
also being implemented. 


Coconut Products 

There has been a decrease during 1950 in the quantities of whole 
nuts and copra exported. The coconut industry is subject to a regional 
agreement whereby the entire export crop of copra is processed in the 
neighbouring island of Barbados. During 1950, work was begun on 
the erection of a copra processing factory near the town of Soufriére. 
This factory is scheduled for completion in 1951, when the production 
of coconut oil, with coconut meal as a by-product, is expected to begin. 
The production of large quantities of coconut meal suitable for stock 


feed is likely to have a stimulating effect on livestock production 
locally. 


Bananas 

During 1949 and 1950, considerable interest was shown in the 
revival of the pre-war banana export trade. The negotiation of a 
contract between a local association representative of potential banana 
producers and a banana purchasing and shipping firm was begun, and 
‘jt is expected that initial shipments of bananas of the Lacatan variety 
will begin during 1951. Meanwhile, some planters have imported 
banana plants from the islands of Martinique, Guadeloupe and 
Dominica and Government has distributed 33,000 imported plants 
and 21,000 purchased locally. Over 120,000 plants are known to have 
been planted. During the latter half of 1950, a pathological con- 
dition resembling Cercospora leaf spot was noticed in increasing 
quantity on several banana plots. Measures aimed at the control of 
this menace to banana production are under active consideration. 


Cotton 

Mainly because of the stimulus afforded by the importation of 
tractors and heavy mechanical tillage implements, the acreage under 
cotton rose to 266 acres during 1948. Exports in 1949 and 1950 were 
considerably higher than in 1948 ; 21,000 lb of cotton were exported 
in 1950 and 12,445 in 1949 compared with 1,700 lb in 1948. Although 
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the mechanised equipment for maintaining and increasing the acreages 
under cotton has remained available, there has been a substantial 
decrease in the acreages planted during 1950, which is mainly due to 
lack of adequate working capital and apprehension regarding the 
continuity of supply of labour for a crop whose labour demands are 
exacting and which is very susceptible to changes in weather conditions 
and attacks of insect pests and diseases. The strain of cotton being 
grown is that known as Montserrat Sea Island, and the quality of the 
lint produced has received favourable comment by the Shirley Institute 
which undertook spinning tests for comparison with other West Indian 
growths. | 


Lime Products 

The value of lime products exported during 1950 was twice that of the 
export value of these products during 1949 ($14,900 compared with 
$7,300). In spite of this increase, however, the export value of this 
once important crop remains negligible. 


Land Settlement 

The establishment of permanent land settlements is at the moment 
confined to the work in progress under Colonial Development and 
Welfare Scheme No. D. 947. Under this scheme, 503 tenants have 
been placed in occupation of approximately 1,200 acres of land on the. 
periphery of a Government-operated central farm of some 500 acres. 
In the peasant occupied area, rice and other food crops have been 
grown, mainly for family consumption. The central farm was 
designed to provide wage employment during the initial period before 
the small holders became self-sufficient. The scheme was approved 
for a term of three years ending in May, 1951. The area has proved 
so unsuitable for cultivation with the available crops that consideration 
is being given to its reservation for livestock raising. With the 
cessation of wage employment it is likely that re-adjustments and 
re-arrangement of the smallholdings will be required in order to 
provide a size of holding more appropriate to the needs and labour 
resources of the tenant family. There will also be an opportunity to 
raha a large livestock station designed to improve the island’s 

ivestock. 


ANIMAL HUSBANDRY 


Improved breeds of horses, donkeys, bulls, sheep, goats and pigs 
have been used for stud purposes at various centres throughout the 
island. Improved stock has also been imported by private persons. 
Improvement in the quality and performance of local animals is now 
beginning to make itself apparent, especially in the larger dairies and 
piggeries. Increasing interest is being taken in dairying and butter 
making, and there has been some success in the manufacture of cheese, 
bacon and ham on a small but increasing scale. Not only is the 
manufacture of pork products a promising line of development, but 
it has filled a significant gap in domestic consumption which has 
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resulted from shortage of imported supplies. The first electric milker 
imported during 1948 has continued to be used with satisfaction. 
Other dairies are now. negotiating for the purchase of electrical milking 
units. es 

With the improvement and increase in the quality and numbers of 
livestock in the island, there is increasing need for the services of a 
resident veterinary surgeon. Proposals are now on foot for the 
recruitment of a local candidate who is completing the full veterinary 
course in Canada. 

FORESTRY 


Charcoal continues to dwarf other forest products in export value. 
There has, however, been an increase during 1950 in the export of 
hardwood to. neighbouring islands. The stimulus provided by the 
large-scale reconstruction programme in Castries has resulted in a 
considerable increase in the quantity and value of timber extracted 
from Crown lands for local use in building. During the years 1948, 
1949 and 1950, the amount extracted under the supervision of the 
Forestry Division was 504,022, 560,288 and 412,603 board feet respec- 
tively. The significance of this local extraction of timber will be 
appreciated when it is mentioned that, in 1949 when large supplies of 
timber were required in the reconstruction of Castries, only 117,000 
board feet were imported. 

Colonial Development and Welfare funds have enabled members of 
the forestry staff to receive further training in forestry in Trinidad, and 
in 1950 another member went to England on a two-year course of 
study in practical forestry. It is hoped that the return of these officers 
to the Forestry Department will cause a further improvement in the 
organisation of the forest protection service, silviculture and the 
systematic exploitation of the island’s timber resources. 


“FISHING 


The encouragement of the fishing industry has continued under 
-Colonial Development and Welfare Scheme D. 607. 


CO-OPERATIVE SOCIETIES 


At the end of 1950 there were the following co-operative societies : 


2 Consumer Societies (one registered) 

4 Credit Unions (two registered) 

1 Transport. Society 

1 Beekeepers Society 

1 Livestock Society 

1 Cane Farmers Association 

1 Copra Processing Society unregistered 
1 Fishermen’s Society - 


In addition there are savings unions attached to various.clubs and 
schools. Study groups have been formed to consider various types of 
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co-operative endeavour, including house building. In 1948, attempts 
were made to form co-partnership societies to include woodworkers, 
tailors, shoemakers, and goldsmiths which failed owing to lack of 
capital. 

The share capital of these societies total $15,400 and the membership 


ie 


In 1946, the Secretary of State’s memorandum on the development 
of the co-operative movement in colonial dependencies urged the 
setting up of the proper legal framework and machinery for the super- 
vision and promotion of co-operatives. The Co-operative Societies 
Ordinance, No. 17 of 1946, was proclaimed law on 17th June, 1948, 
together with the Co-operative Societies Regulations (Statutory Rules 
& Orders of 11th June, 1948.) This legislation was based upon a 
model ordinance and regulations, modified to suit local conditions. 

St. Lucia was the first British dependency in the Caribbean to have 
a comprehensive ordinance to cover all types of co-operation, and 
the St. Lucia regulations are unique in co-operative legislation in that 
they make it compulsory for each society to set up an education 
committee to promote co-operative education among its members. 
This legislation repealed earlier enactments, namely, the Agricultural 
Credit Societies Ordinances, which provide for Raffeisen types of 
organisations of unlimited meray: 


Consumers’ Societies . 

The consumers’ society which has been registered suffered a setback 
in trade as both its shops were destroyed in the Castries fire in 1948 ; 
fortunately, its capital net loss was small as the stocks were insured. 
Temporary premises were quickly built and trading recommenced a 
month after the shops were destroyed. . The Society was handicapped 
through lack of trained staff. Another consumer society has been 
formed among some clerical workers, but has not yet been registered. 
These consumer societies are slow in growth. 


Credit Societies 

The credit societies are based upon the credit union system of North 
America. Most of the capital is held in shares subscribed in instal- 
ments, which encourages thrift, and shares are withdrawable if due 
notice is given. There were negligible cases of withdrawals. Loans to 
members are made only for productive or provident purposes and in 
1948, 50 per cent of these loans were for agricultural purposes. The 
Co-operative Law makes provision for loans to societies by Govern- 
ment, but no Government credit was used in 1950. Two societies, not 
yet registered, exist at Saltibus and Dennery. 


Marketing and Producers’ Societies 
'The idea of co-operative marketing was diecassed with various 
groups of producers throughout the island, and great caution 2xercised 
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to ensure that the future organisations would be based upon sound 
economic foundations. One society (not yet registered) at Laborie 
operated a co-operative copra kiln. The members pool their crop of 
coconuts which is made into copra and sold to the local coconut 
growers association. A beekeepers’ co-operative association was 
started in October with the object of pooling and exporting honey. 
Preliminary work was done among peasants, rice-growers, and fisher- 
men, and some cane-farmers in the Dennery area built a “‘co-operative” 
road to enable easier disposal of their sugar-cane crop, which was 
estimated to be 1,400 tons. A livestock co-operative union was 
registered in 1949, and has an island-wide membership. 


Transport Societies, _ 

A transport society was registered at the end of 1948. This society 
was formed to obtain a better and cheaper bus service between Vigie 
and Castries, and consequently an order for a passenger-bus chassis 
was placed in the United Kingdom. Trade slackened in 1950 as 
members had bought cars or went to live in the town of Castries. 


Chapter 7: Social Services 
' EDUCATION 


In 1949 there were 45 primary schools and two secondary schools 
receiving grants-in-aid from the Government. Of the 45 primary 
schools, three were Anglican, three Methodist, and 39 Roman 
Catholic. They had 11,882 children on the roll and an average 
attendance of 7,751. 7 


In 1950 two new primary schools were completed. One of them, at 
Augier in the south of the island, is being managed by the Roman 
Catholic Education Board of Management. The other, at Vide 
Bouteille near Castries, is the first Government school in the 
island. They are both designed for 300 children and provide the 
following accommodation : woodwork room, domestic science room, 
staff room, senior class room, assembly hall (with movable partitions), 
infant classroom, and two open-air outdoor classrooms. In addition 
the school at Augier is provided with a head teacher’s house. The 
total cost of these two schools and the head teacher’s house, amounting 
to $80,432 was provided by a Colonial Development and Welfare 
grant. 


A third new school was built from Colonial Development and Welfare 
funds at Monchy in the north of the island and it is designed to 
accommodate 200 children ranging between the ages of four and 15. 
Like the school at Augier it is provided with a head teacher’s house, 
and has been entrusted to the Roman Catholic Education Board of 
Management. The total cost of the school and head teacher’s house 
was $33,269. 


SOCIAL SERVICES 2» SI 


Partly as a result of the opening of the two new schools, the attend- 
ey roll increased in 1950 to 13,516 and the average attendance to 
8,391. 


Primary 


In 1949, $151,162* was expended from Colony funds on primary 
education, and it is estimated that in 1950 the sum of $166,730* was 
spent. These figures exclude the expenses of the Education Depart- 
ment, the cost of which is borne partly from local funds and partly by 
a grant from Colonial Development and Welfare funds. 

In 1949 there were 386 primary school teachers of whom 127 held 

local certificates for competency (17 being trained), 78 were uncertific- 
ated, and 181 were Pupil Teachers. In 1950, 137 held local certificates 
for competency (25 being trained), 66 were uncertificated, and 180 
were pupil teachers. Facilities for teachers included training outside 
the Colony, local training for intending teachers who follow a three- 
year course of study at a secondary school before taking up teaching 
Posts in the primary schools, training of pupil teachers by supervising 
teachers paid from Colonial Development and Welfare funds, and 
vacation courses for certificated teachers. In 1949, $105,103, and in 
1950, $85,960 were spent from Colonial Development and Welfare 
funds for these purposes and for departmental expenses... 
_ In 1949 two teachers returned on completion of six months house- 
craft training courses in Barbados. Six teachers (three men and three 
women) attended one year courses at the Government Training 
College, Trinidad, and Spring Gardens Training College, anne 
respectively. 


Secondary 


St. Mary’s College, a Roman Catholic boys’ secondary school, with 
a roll of 217, receives an annual grant-in-aid of $7,200. St. Joseph’s 
Convent, a Roman Catholic girls’ secondary school, with a roll of 224, 
receives an annual grant-in-aid of $3,767. 

The headmaster and three members of the senior staff of the College 
are Brothers of the Presentation Order, Cork, Eire. They are all 
university graduates and they also hold diplomas in education. The 
junior staff consists of non-graduate laymen, but the salary scales have 
been devised in such a way as to encourage the junior staff to read for 
the external degrees of the University of London. 

Science is being taught and is regularly taken as a subject in the 
Cambridge examinations. In 1949, for the first time in the history of 
the College, a student passed the Cambridge Higher School Certificate. 

The pressure on class-room space and the lack of playing fields 
continues to be a serious problem. There is still the hope that it may 
be possbile for the College to be transferred to one of the military 
barracks at Vigie. 

St. Joseph’s Convent, the girls’ secondary school, is conducted by 
the Sisters of St. Joseph of Cluny. The Reverend Mother Superior 


* Includes cost-of-living bonus, etc. 
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has had many years experience at the Roman Catholic Training 
College for teachers in Trinidad, and the headmistress is a university 
graduate. The staff was strengthened in 1949 by the addition of an 
honours graduate in history of University College, London. 

According to the terms of the grant-in-aid, the College and the 
Convent are required to have the following free places : Government 
scholars, 36 ; Castries Town Board scholars, 18 ; Vestry scholars, 2 ; 
Cure scholars, 2. 


Visual Education and Music 

During 1949 and 1950 the film projector given by the British Council 
was used to give shows at schools, clubs, and adult groups in Castries, 
Vieux-Fort and Soufriére. In addition, use was made of a generator 
for exhibitions in the districts where no electricity was available. The 
films shown were either borrowed from the British Council or Central 
Office of Information, or hired from Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer agents in 
Trinidad. 

The film-strip projectors were used frequently by the two secondary 
schools. They were also used to project strips for adult groups on 
football, water-polo, and scenes of St. Lucia and Grenada. 

During 1949 the Director of Music continued to supervise the teach- 
ing of musical notation and sight reading in all primary schools. At 
the August vacation course for teachers he also conducted a two-hour 
class daily for five days for those teachers who were specially interested 
in music. The post was abolished at the end of 1949. However, in 
1950, the Bandmaster of the Police Band arranged a course for 
teachers. 

In 1949 and in 1950 courses in art and painting were held for teachers 
at the vacation courses, and in 1949 a further one-week course for a 
group of teachers and children was given by the British Council Art 
Officer. 


Adult Education 

The Extra-Mural ae of the University College of the West 
Indies provided courses in subjects varying from art and musical 
appreciation to economics and building construction. What is a 
particularly hopeful sign is that the Resident Tutor has undertaken, as 
from 1950, to give regular courses in English in two of the out-districts, 
Gros Islet and Soufriére. | 

A.great deal of effective work in adult education can be done 
through the primary school teachers and, therefore, the Resident Tutor 
encourages them to attend classes and arranges special lectures for 
them. 

The problem of conquering illiteracy and of making up the defici- 
encies of a perhaps incomplete primary school education is being 
tackled here and there by individual groups throughout the island. 
There is reason to believe, however, that there is a growing awareness 
of the need for adult education and that in consequence the movement 
will soon develop an island-wide unity. 
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Higher Education 

The Colony provides two types of scholarship for further studies at 
a university : the St. Lucia Island Scholarship, awarded biennially 
and valued at $1,680 per annum, and the St. Lucia Higher Education 
Scholarship, awarded as need arises and funds permit and valued at 
$1,200 per annum. The scholarships are usually tenable at univers- 
ities for a period not exceeding six years. During 1949 and 1950 there 
were 13 scholars pursuing courses either in Canada or in the United 
Kingdom. 

In addition there are four scholars with grants from Colonial 
Development and Welfare funds, undertaking studies in medicine, 
domestic science and dietetics, agriculture, and for an arts degree. 
In 1950 one scholar was awarded a scholarship at the Vocational 
School, University of Puerto Rico, in order to pursue a course in 
baking. | 

There are 30 students abroad who are on various courses at their 
own expense, many of them having worked and saved for years in 
order to achieve their ambition. The courses being followed by these 
students range from theology and law to nursing and engineering. 

In the island itself, there are a number of persons who prepare by 
private study and present themselves for the examinations of the 
University of London and of the College of Preceptors. 


Board of Education 

A Board of Education consisting of 12 members appointed by 
Government meets to advise on educational matters under the chair- 
manship of the Education Officer. 

During 1949 the Education Officer retired from the service, and the 
Inspector of Schools was appointed to act for him. At the beginning 
of 1950 the Inspector of Schools was appointed Education Officer, 
but during the whole of 1950 the post of Inspector of Schools was not 
filled. 


Teachers’ Union 

The Union has held its regular conference and submitted resolutions 
for the consideration of Government. In January, 1950, two delegates 
from St. Lucia attended a conference in St. Vincent of delegates of the 
Windward Islands Teachers’ Unions, and a report was subsequently 
published. In Agust, 1950, one delegate from St. Lucia attended a 
conference in British Guiana of delegates of the Caribbean Teachers’ 
Union. Certain resolutions were passed, but the complete report of 
the conference has not yet been made public. 


HEALTH SERVICES 


The Medical Services are administered by a Senior Medical Officer, 
who also undertakes the duties of Medical Officer of Health. There 
are in addition one Resident Surgeon who is also Medical Superin- 
tendent of the Mental Hospital, six District Medical Officers and an 
Assistant Medical Officer. 


1949 and 1950 
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The Victoria Hospital (100 beds) provides for all the major and most 
of the minor surgical cases of the Island, and in addition deals with the 
more serious obstetric and medical cases. In-patient treatment is also 
provided at the following hospitals : 


Soufriére Hospital 20 beds 
Vieux Fort __,, i a 
Dennery $3 12: =a 


Out-patient treatment is provided daily at these hospitals, and once 
weekly at twelve dispensaries. 


During 1949 and 1950 four health centres were built from Colonial 
Development and Welfare funds ; these are situated at Richfond, 
Mon Repos, La Fargue, and Anse la Raye. 
~The Castries Health Centre, which was built with funds provided by 
a Colonial Development and Welfare grant, continues to serve the 
needs not only of the towns people but also of a very large area around 


Castries. Some measure of its activities are shown in the following 
table : 


1949 1950 

Attendances at Dispensary. . . . ; 18,634 15,449 
Attendances at the V.D. Clinic: Male . ; : 3,429 2,574 
Female : : 5,367 4,421 

New cases at Ante-natal Clinic ' : : ‘ 1,104 1,193 
Attendance at Infant Welfare Clinic. . : ; 1,890 1,512 
»» Dental Clinic : : : , 3,115 3,325 

Children admitted to Day Nursery : ; : ; 57 36 


Public Health 


During the two years under review the Public Health Engineering 
Unit, financed by a grant from the Development and Welfare fund 
has extended its activities to many parts of the Island. 


The Unit reclaimed some swamp land, made drains and relaid water 
courses in order to reduce mosquito breeding places. Sanitary fittings 
were built in four country districts and schools and some 16,000 
concrete castings were made for private latrines. 


Sanitation Department 

In addition to the routine work of the department residual D.D.T. 
spraying was carried out at the three sugar estates of Roseau, Cul-de- 
Sac and Dennery and also in the village of Anse la Raye and Gros 
Islet. Bored hole latrines were installed in the Marchand, La-Pensee 
and Water Works areas in the nieghbourhood of Castries and at the 
Bexon and Forestierre schools. 


Two Sanitary Inspectors were sent to Jamaica for training. 


HOUSING 
The membership of the Central Housing and Planning Authority 
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underwent several changes during the period under review owing to 
resignations and departures from the Colony of various members. 


Staff 
With the exception of the surveyor-draughtsman, who sagued at 
the latter part of 1950, there were no changes in the staff. 


Schemes 


During the years under review the following schemes were in course 
of execution : 


Vide Bouteille Housing Scheme—D 1212. As reported in 1948 an 
area of approximately 35 acres of the Vide Bouteille estate was expro- 
priated by Government for the establishment of a housing scheme 
designed to relieve the slum areas of Castries and to make house plots 
available for the greater part of the former residents of the burnt out 
area of Castries. No private settlement between the Authority and 
the land owners being possible, compensation for lands and crops was 
awarded by a Board of Arbitration in 1950. 

This scheme was divided into two parts: Scheme “A’—develop- 
ment of the area to make house lots available, roads, sanitation, 
electricity and water supply. Scheme “B”__construction of houses, 
primarily to relieve the slum areas of Castries. 

Scheme “A”, originally estimated at $113,652, is not yet complete 
as water and electricity are still to be supplied. A total of $87,603 has 
been spent and the balance is to be spent over an indefinite period as 
funds are made available. This scheme has been financed entirely 
from local funds. 

Under Scheme “B’’, 20 houses were built by Messrs. Holland and 
Hannen and Cubitts Ltd., sub-contractors to the Colonial Develop- 
ment Corporation. These buildings were erected at a cost of approx- 
imately $122,759, and drainage for the area cost $5,520. The scheme 
was financed by grant and loan from Colonial Development and 
Welfare funds. The houses have been completed and all but three of 
them were tenanted by the end of 1950. 


Canaries Housing Scheme. This Development and Welfare scheme 
made $6,670 available for the purchase of land and extension of 
the village of Canaries to relieve overcrowding by demarcating 25 plots 
in each acre and assisting in the removal of houses thereto. The 
scheme was satisfactorily completed on the one acre lot purchased 
and a further area of approximately half an acre is to be added. 


Development of Vigie Peninsula. Up to the end of 1950 negotiations 
were still proceeding with the War Department for the purchase of the 
peninsula which it is intended to develop as a housing area principally 
for the middle and higher income groups. 


Reconstruction of Castries. On the night of 19th/20th June, 1948, 
24 acres, the most valuable portion of the town of Castries, were 
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destroyed by fire. The total municipal area is 102 acres. This disaster 
entailed the re-building of the whole of the central area of the town. 

Planning proposals for the re-development of the destroyed area 
were prepared by Mr. John C. Rose, A.R.I.B.A., A.Dip., Executive 
Architect, Windward Islands, in association with Mr. Anthony C. 
Lewis, A.R.I.B.A., B.Arch., M.Sc., C.P. 

The services of the Colonial Development Corporation were engaged 
as architectural and engineering consultants, and the United Kingdom 
firm of Messrs. Holland & Hannen and Cubitts Ltd. were engaged by 
the Colonial Development Corporation on behalf of the Government 
of St. Lucia as constructors. Mr. F. E. Degazon, Assistant Adminis- 
trator of the Colony, was seconded for duty as Commissioner for 
Reconstruction. 

Work has proceeded at a favourable rate, and the new streets and 
buildings are already in evidence. Nearly two-fifths of the destroyed 
area has already been re-built, and it is hoped that the remaining three- 
fifths will be completely re-built in the course of the next three years. 
The Government re-building programme should be concluded by 
June, 1952, but the completion of all private buildings may extend over 
a much longer period. 

One of the outstanding features of reconstruction is the establish- 
ment of a Government housing scheme which will accommodate 
approximately 250 family units. The buildings in this scheme com- 
Due maisonettes and blocks of flats, including four blocks of 4-storey 

ats. 

A modern sewerage system and an augmented water supply will 
soon be available. Fire-fighting equipment and organization have 
been extended and improved. 


SOCIAL WELFARE 


The staff of the Social Welfare Department for 1949 and 1950 
consisted of the Assitant Social Welfare Officer, the Probation Officer, 
the Assistant Relieving Officer and a junior clerk. The post of Pro- 
bation Officer was discontinued at the end of 1949, but the duties are 
being carried out by the Assistant Social Welfare Officer in addition 
to his own. 

The office was maintained partly by Colonial Development and 
Welfare funds and partly by local funds. The salary, travelling and 
subsistence allowance of the Assistant Social Welfare Officer were paid 
from Colonial Development and Welfare Scheme D. 1028 and the 
sum of $6,539 was spent during the two years; $43,101 was spent 
from local funds. 

Group activity was stimulated in the rural areas. The groups range 
from recreational clubs to societies with economic aims, many of them 
having a programme which combines social and economic activities. 
Handicraft forms part of the activities of most of the existing groups 
for women and girls. The groups in the south-western areas showed 
great progress in handicrafts and it is expected that this will become a 
thriving industry in the near future. Every effort was made to teach 
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handicraft to the workers on the sugar estates so that they could 
supplement their incomes during the off periods. It is expected that 
more will be achieved in this line when the proposals of the Sugar 
Welfare Fund Committee to build community centres on sugar estates 
have materialised. | 

Six courses of training for youth leaders were held by the depart- 
ment during 1949 and 1950 and several lectures on civics and co- 
operatives were given to adult groups in the rural areas. 


Public Assistance 


The Poor Relief Committee which used to administer poor relief 
was replaced in 1949 by a Central Assistance Committee and a Local 
Case Committee for each district. The Local Case Committees were 
allocated a portion of the funds voted for public assistance by the 
Central Assistance Committee. These Committees examine ll 
applications for public assistance in their districts, and, after investi- 
gations have been carried out by the investigation officer, decide what 
assistance should be given to the applicants. 

The following shows the number of persons receiving poor relief 
and the amount paid out during 1949 and 1950. 


Year No. of Persons Amount 
1949 . 1,278 : ; $14,314 
1950 : 1,222 ve ‘ $16,778 


In-door relief is provided by the Medical Department. 


Juvenile Delinquency 


There are no Juvenile Courts. The statistics of juveniles convicted 
by the Courts are given on page 43. There are still a number of 
children roaming about the streets who are in need of care and pro- 
tection, but little can be done as there are no suitable institutions in 
which to place them. 


Chapter 8 : Legislation 


Thirty-one Ordinances were passed in 1949 and 72 Statutory Rules 
and Orders were made. 

Perhaps the most significant legislation of the year was that which 
provided for the reconstruction of Castries. First, the Castries 
(Commissioner for Reconstruction) Ordinance (No. 1 of 1949) con- 
stituted the office of Commissioner for Reconstruction, prescribed his 
powers and duties and conferred on him the functions of the Central 
Housing and Planning Authority in respect of the area to be re- 
developed. These powers include the powers exerciseable by virtue 
of the Town and Country Planning Ordinance, 1945, and the Slum 
Clearance and Housing Ordinance, 1945. Following this the Castries 
Reconstruction Loan Ordinance (No. 9 of 1949) provided for the 
raising of a loan to be expended partly by relending to private persons 
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whose buildings were destroyed by the fire and partly in the financing 
of sewerage and housing schemes. The Ordinance was amended by 
Ordinance No. 26 of 1949. 

The Loan (Bonded Warehouse) Ordinance (No. 12 of 1949) was 
also noteworthy. 

Other ordinances affecting Castries were the Castries Town Board 
(Amendment) Ordinance (No. 6 of 1949) which enabled the Board to 
impose a uniform tax on empty lots in lieu of the tax based on rental 
values. There was a further amendment, Ordinance No. 30 of 1949, 
which affected the constitution of the Board, increasin g its membership 
from eight to nine and providing for a rotation of one-third of the 
members each year. The Ordinance also introduced adult suffrage 
in municipal elections with a literacy test, namely the ability to sign 
the notice of claim to be registered, 

Competing for prominence with the Castries legislation is the Land 
and House Tax Ordinance (No. 29 of 1949) which introduced a land 
tax ; the imposition of this tax has exercised the Council off and on 
for nearly fifty years. The Ordinance does not go into refinements 
but establishes a principle which was firmly resisted until 1949 and was 
_ passed not without protest. 

The Fishing Boat Loans Ordinance (No. 11 of 1949) enables the. 
Governor in Council to set up machinery for assisting the fishing 
industry. 

The Workmen’s Compensation (Amendment) Ordinance (No. 7 of 
1949) increases the amount of workmen’s compensation payable under 
the principal Ordinance. . 

The Boy Scouts Association Ordinance (No. 21 of 1949) seeks to 
further and protect the activities and interests of the Boy Scouts 
Association in the Colony. 

The Administration of Successions (Civil Code) (Amendment) 
Ordinance (No. 19 of 1949) seeks to provide for the vesting of the 
moveable and immoveable property of a deceased person in his 
personal representative “‘for the better administration of successions 
and for other purposes connected therewith”. This Ordinance is 
capable of making the first major inroad into the civil law of St. Lucia 
which has till now strictly adhered to the French civil law. 

Among the variety of amending legislation and the more numerous 
subsidiary legislation should be mentioned Rules and Orders giving 
effect to the 1948 Income Tax Ordinance and Double Taxation Relief 
Procedure. 

During 1950, 28 Ordinances were passed and 37 Statutory Rules and 
Orders made. 

The Currency Ordinance (No. 13 of 1950) must be singled out for 
special mention. The Ordinance which will come into force on 
proclamation is closely modelled on a currency law framed to imple- 
ment an agreement to provide a uniform currency in the Eastern Group 
of the British Caribbean Colonies. Barbados, British Guiana, the 
Leeward Islands, Trinidad and Tobago and the Colonies of the Wind- 
ward Islands are affected by the Agreement. 
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The General Loan and Stock Ordinance (No. 11 of 1950) repeals 
and replaces the General Loan and (Inscribed) Stock Ordinance (No. 
11 of 1922). In this Ordinance the law is brought up to date as regards 
the terms and conditions applicable to statutory loans in the light of 
the provisions of the Colonial Stock Acts, 1877 to 1948, of the Imperial 
Parliament. 

The Loan (Economic Development) Ordinance (No. 14 of 1950) 
repeals the Loan (Bonded Warehouse) Ordinance of 1949 and con- 
solidates the law dealing with the loan programme of the Colony. 

P.A.Y.E. machinery was introduced by the Income Tax (Employ- 
ments) Ordinance (No. 9 of 1950). This is modelled on the English 
Act of 1944. 

The Prison (Extra-Mural Sentences) Ordinance (No. 17 of 1950) 
will enable penal reform on an experimental scale. Short sentences 
up to six months, commitments for non-payment of fines, and sentences 
on women for minor offences may be served on public works out of 
prison. 

The Slum Clearance and Housing (Amendment) Ordinance (No. 2 
of 1950) extends the definition of ‘working class” to persons earning 
£3 per week and so enables subsidised housing to benefit a larger 
number of persons. 

The Coconut Industry Fund Ordinance (No. 20 of 1950) gives effect 
to proposals for decreasing the export duty on coconut products, 
and diverting at the same time a portion of the gain to the industry to 
the establishment of stabilisation funds. 

In addition there were minor amendments of existing legislation of 
which the only one which need be noted was the Banana (Amendment) 
Ordinance (No. 19 of 1950) to strengthen the constitution of the Banana 
Association in preparation for a banana export drive. In 1950 the 
Land and House Tax Ordinance was proclaimed and the Land and 
House Tax Regulations appeared among the subsidiary legislation for 
the year. 


Chapter 9: Justice, Police and Prisons 
JUSTICE 


It is convenient to begin a review of the law of St. Lucia from the 
capitulation of the island to General Grinfield on 22nd June, 1803, and 
the assurance to the inhabitants by Proclamation that they should 
continue in the enjoyment of their rights in accordance with the laws 
which existed immediately prior to the cession. The proclamation 
of 1803 continued, therefore, as the law of the Colony, at least in civil 
matters, the law and ordinances of the French monarchy. 

In 1876 owing to uncertainty concerning the law in civil matters, the 
Civil Code Ordinance was passed and by 1879 the Civil Code and Code 
of Civil Procedure were produced, based on the ancient law of the 
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island with such amendments as the circumstances of the time required. 

Broadly speaking, the law relating to commercial matters is based 
on principles of English law. The commercial law was compiled in 
1916 into the Commercial Code, which follows faithfully the lines of 
existing English statutes, and in that year also statutes of St. Lucia 
were revised and collected into two volumes called the Revised Ordin- 
ances of St. Lucia, 1916. Subordinate legislation was collected in a 
separate volume called Revised Rules and Orders, 1916. It was not 
till 1920 that the Criminal Code (Law and Procedure) made its 
appearance. 

Since 1916 new laws, whether by way of amendment to the codes or 
otherwise, have been published in annual volumes of the Ordinances 
and Statutory Rules and Orders of St. Lucia. 

The laws are at present being revised and consolidated. 

For the administration of justice the island has been divided into 
three Judicial Districts. These District Courts of Judicature are 
presided over by Magistrates who exercise a summary jurisdiction in 
civil and criminal matters. 

The present Superior Court was constituted by the Leeward Islands 
and Windward Islands (Courts) Order in Council, 1939, what was 
formerly the Royal Court becoming a circuit of the Supreme Court of 
the Windward Islands and Leeward Islands. The Court has unlimited 
original jurisdiction in all civil or criminal matters, and Admiralty 
jurisdiction within the meaning and intent of the Colonial Courts of 
Admiralty Act, 1890, and an appellate jurisdiction over the District 
Courts. In civil matters which are exclusively assigned to the District 
Courts, the Supreme Court has no original jurisdiction. 

The Windward Islands and Leeward Islands Court of Appeal liears. 
appeals from the Supreme Court in civil and criminal matters in 
accordance with the rules contained in Statutory Rules and Orders 
67 of 1940 as amended. Normally, at least three judges constitute the 
Court of Appeal, but the rules prescribe classes of appeals to be 
determined by two judges. The classes so far prescribed are contained 
in the (Amendment) Rules of 1941, S.R. & O. No. 36, of 1941. 

The West Indian Court of Appeal is an alternative court of appeal 
in certain matters. 

The following numbers of cases and persons were dealt with in the 
District Courts. 

Ist District Court 2nd District Court 3rd District Court 
1949 1950 1949 1950 1949 1950 





rs | rrr eee | aera | accede | GS 





No. of Summary Cases P ; 1,647 811 786 474 390 
No. of persons involved 1,901 60 885 883 614 456 
Convictions : 2 .| 1,344 1,292 636 652 280 
Acquittals and withdrawals 540 622 242 226 201 169 
No. committed for trial 5 17 46 7 5 6 7 


No. of civil cases ‘ , 328 323 40 51 | 38 26 


In the Supreme Court there were in 1949, 28 civil cases, 33 criminal 
cases and 8 appeals. There was one appeal before the West Indian 
Court of Appeal. In 1950 there were 30 civil cases, 46 criminal cases 
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and 14 appeals. There were no appeals before the West Indian Court 
of Appeal. 


POLICE 


The approved establishment of the Force effective from Ist January, 
1949, was one Superintendent of Police, one Deputy Superintendent,. 
one Assistant Superintendent, one inspector, one sub-inspector, one 
bandmaster, two station sergeants and 171 other ranks. The approved 
establishment was increased to 209 all ranks with effect from Ist 
January, 1950, and at 31st December, 1950, the strength of the Force 
was one Superintendent, one Deputy Superintendent, one Assistant 
Superintendent, one inspector, one sub-inspector, one bandmaster, 
three station sergeants, 188 other ranks and 12 band cadets. Of these 
99 had under three years service, 56 under six years, 23 under ten years 
and the rest over ten years service. 

The Force was allocated to Castries (Headquarters) and Castries 
Central Police Station with outstations at Vieux Fort, Soufriére, 
Dennery, Choiseul, Laborie, Anse la Raye, Canaries, Micoud, Gros 
Islet, La Caye and Chaussee. 

In addition to normal police duties the Force was responsible for 
fire brigade, immigration, traffic and licensing, weights and measures 
and film censorship. 

During the two years under review 87 recruits were trained and 
taken on the strength of the Force. 

Transport was further improved by the acquisition of one Austin 
pick-up and two motor-cycles. 

A new police station was built at Dennery in 1949 and Gros Islet 
police station underwent considerable repairs. A new station at 
Micoud is on the programme for 1951. 

_ The demolition and re-building of part of the existing barracks at 
headquarters will begin early in 1951 and also the construction of a 
new port police and fire station on the Northern Wharf. 

The approved establishment of the Fire Brigade, which is part of 
the Police, was one fire staff sergeant, one fire engineer, two sergeants, 
three corporals, three lance-corporals and 21 constables. This staff 
is on full time Brigade duties. The Brigade operates from Castries 
with a small detachment stationed at Beane Field to cover Vieux Fort 
town and Base. 

Fire extinguishers, cocks, etc. were installed by the Fire Brigade in 
Government offices and institutions in order to reduce fire risks. 

The Police Band consisting of a sub-inspector (bandmaster), two 
lance-corporals, one constable and 12 band cadets, have performed at 
all official functions during the period under review. 

There were 1,730 true cases of crime in 1950 and 1,573 in 1949. 
Praedial larceny showed a marked decrease in 1950, figures being 75 
cases for 1950 as against 167 in 1949. 

There were two cases of murder in 1950, one of these being com- 
mitted by a juvenile ;- both charges were reduced to manslaughter. 
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The greatest number of unsolved cases were those of cattle stealing 
occurring mainly in the country areas. The Police experienced diffi- 
culty in obtaining information. 


One hundred and fifteen cases of house, shop and kitchen breaking 
were reported in both years. 


The number of persons charged in connection with all true cases in 
1950 was 1,677—1,256 males and 421 females, of whom 801 males and 
221 females were arrested, and 455 males and 200 females were sum- 
moned. Figures for 1949 were 1,179 males and 381 females, of whom 
675 males and 205 females were arrested and 503 males and 177 females 
were summoned. 


1950 1949 
Males Females Males Females 

Convicted : ; : : : 898 326 825 292 
Acquitted : . : : : 158 32 111 22 
Withdrawn by Complainant ; . 10 6 \ 120 39 
Withdrawn by Police . ; : . 116 33 
Pending Trial : ; ; ; : 74 24 123 38 

Total . ; 1,256 421 1,179 381 


ce ee 


Included in the persons convicted are juveniles and young persons 
in the following age groups : 


Age : 6-8 8-10 10-12 12-14 14-16 16-18 18-21 Total 
1949 . : ‘ 1 7 8 30 43 81 147 9317 
1950 . . . Nil 7 12 32 40 56 160 307 


Although there was a slight decrease in the number of juvenile 
offenders convicted in 1950, some of the most serious cases were 
committed by juveniles—murder, burglary and housebreaking. 


Traffic. Thirty-four traffic accidents occurred in 1949 compared 
with 52 in 1950, an increase of 14 and 32 over 1948. 


TRAFFIC CASES 


Cases Reported Cases withdrawn 
and Convictions by the Acquitals Pending 
prosecuted* Police 
1949 132 65 51 16 — 
1950 315t 244 41 12 18 


* These figures include 34 traffic accidents in 1949 and 52 in 1950. 
+ 59 official warnings were issued in 1950 in place of prosecutions. 


The marked increase in 1950 cases over 1949 is partly due to the 
considerable increase in the number of motor vehicles. The number 
of vehicles registered in the Colony at 31st December, 1949, and 1950 
was 387 and 529 respectively. 
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PRISONS 


The staff consists of a Superintendent, one chief officer, one principal 
officer, 21 male officers for the male prison and a matron and assistant 
matron in charge of the female prison. 

A new female prison has been built at La Toc approximately one 
and a half miles from the male prison ; the premises that were formerly 
occupied by the female prisoners are now used for male first offenders; 
the move has materially relieved congestion. 

The 28 long-term male prisoners who were transferred to Barbados 
in 1948 were returned to St. Lucia Prison in 1949. 

Prisoners were committed to prison for the following terms : 


1949 1950 
18 months and over . ; : 14 28 
12—18 months . f ; 16 5 
6—12 months . : ; : 47 54 
3— 6 months . ? ; : 50 46 
1— 3 months . ‘ ; : 58 59 
Under 1 month ; ? ; 48 52 


The total daily average was 106 in 1949 and 111-2 in 1950. At 31st 
December, 1949, there were 117 men and seven women prisoners 
compared with 101 men and eight women on the same day in 1950. 

Vocational training under trade officers continued. The value of 
the manufacturing work done in 1950 was $38,713, and the expenditure 
on materials $30,204 ; the profit of $8,509 was carried to the Colony’s 
General Revenue. Crops were reaped from the prison farm and were 
used in prison kitchens, which caused a saving of approximately $400. 

No executions took place. There were no escapes and there was a 
marked decline in breaches of prison discipline. 

The Prison Medical Officer paid daily visits to the prisons and found 
that the prisoners’ health was good ; no illness due to faulty diet was 
reported and the majority of prisoners put on weight. 


Chapter 10: Public Utilities and Public Works 


CASTRIES WATER SUPPLY 


The Castries Town Board supplies the town of Castries and a few 
areas outside the municipal limits with pipe-borne water. 

The supply of a quarter million gallons per day comes from a catch- 
ment area of about 2,000 acres, part of which flows by gravity through 
steel and asbestos cement pipes and part of which is pumped by 
oil-engine-driven centrifugal pumps. 

The treatment given is plain sedimentation in a 450,000-gallon 
reservoir. This also provides storage, slow sand filtration, and 
sterilisation by the chloramine process. The water then passes to a 
service reservoir of 300,000-gallon capacity, whence it flows through 
mains to the town. 
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In the distribution area the population is served by public street 
stand pipes and private water services ; a general water rate is imposed 
on all premises, and a water supply rate is imposed on those premises 
-having private supplies. A few industrial supplies are metered, and 
water is also supplied to shipping by meter. Street hydrants provide 
water for fire-fighting. 


A scheme for the extension of the supply is in progress. The 
general plan is to develop both the gravity and the pumped supplies 
to a capacity of approximately 800,000 gallons per day, substituting 
electricity for diesel power, to erect a purification plant of a modern 
type to accommodate coagulating tanks, gravity filters, chloramine 
and lime-dosing plant, and to distribute to a larger area than at present 
in two zones, a low-level to include most of the present municipal area, 
and a high-level to include the higher areas outside the present muni- 
cipal limits. 

ELECTRICITY 

The Castries station which was built in 1933 is being extended and 
the work should be completed early in 1951. Two further generating 
sets will be installed, one of 144 k.w. (which has been received and is 
awaiting the completion of the station extension), and another of 155 
__k.w. which is expected in mid-1951. 


The machinery in operation at present consists of two sets of 103-5 
k.w. and one of 72 k.w. 


The two most distant load centres, the Morne Fortune area and 
Vigie, have been considerably improved by the introduction of high 
tension transmission. Very little extension to the system was necessary 
as the old low tension networks were used for this purpose. 


The total number of consumers increased from 1948 to 1950 as 
follows : 
Lighting consumers from 649 to 832 
Domestic = » 68 to 148 
Power ‘e » 16 to 25 


The current sold to the town for street lighting is estimated at 38,000 
units for 1950. The total current sold is estimated at 750,000 units 
for 1950. 


Apart from the village of Anse la Raye, for which an electricity 
supply system is being installed, the towns of Soufri¢re and Vieux Fort 
are the only other districts of the island provided with electricity for 
general consumption. The Soufri¢re undertaking is in the hands of 
the Soufriére Electricity Supply Co., Ltd., and franchise is secured for 
the company by the Electricity Supply of Soufriére Ordinance, 1939. 
The question of establishing a hydro-electric scheme for Soufriére is 
receiving consideration. The Anse la Raye system which began 
operation in December, 1946, is now under the control of a statutory 
local authority constituted under the provisions of the Local Authorities 
Ordinance, 1946. 
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During 1949 and 1950 the following major works undertaken by the 
Public Works Department either from local or Colonial Development 
and Welfare funds were completed : 


A new police station at Dennery and a new house for the doctor 
in this district. 
Five new houses at Vigie for senior Government officials, together 
with an access road of 1,620 feet. 
Four Health Centres at Richfond, Mon Repos, Anse la Raye 
and La Fargue. 
Three new schools at Augier, Vide Bouteille and Monchy. 
A new female prison 
Repairs to Anse la Raye bridge 
Repairs to Zelon des Colon Road 
One mile of new road and a reinforced concerte bridge at Vide 
Bouteille for the Central Housing Authority. 
The Dennery-Vieux Fort Road was also completed by the con- 
tractors in 1949. 
During the years under review maintenance of roads and bridges 
was carried out within the limits imposed by financial considerations. 


Chapter 11: Communications 
SHIPPING 


During 1949 and 1950 the net tonnage of all shipping making use of 
the Port of Castries was 465,808 and 501,114 tons respectively. The 
1949 figure represents a decrease of 30,130 tons and the 1950 figure an 
increase of 5,176 tons over the 1948 figure. The total number of 
ships calling at Castries was 690 in 1949 and 717 in 1950, of these 163 
and 171 respectively were steamers with a total tonnage of 366,299 and 
378,468 ; sailing vessels in 1949 numbered 206 and in 1950, 190. 


AIR 


The Colony is served by two regular air services, British West Indian 
Airways and Pan American Airways. B.W.I.A. maintains a service 
during four days of the week, and makes use of the Vigie Airport 
which is only 14 miles from Castries. Periodic calls by K.L.M. 
airline were made. P.A.A. calls at Beane Field, at the south of the 
island which forms a link in the Pan American Airway Caribbean 
Service. 

RAILWAYS 


There are no railways or tramways in the Colony. 


COASTAL SERVICES 
The Government subsidises the carriage of passengers and mail 
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coastwise from Castries to Soufriére and further south to Vieux Fort 
by launch. 
ROADS 


Road transportation which forms the main communication between 
the east-coast villages and the southern part of the island increased 
greatly and nearly all out-districts are now connected by a daily service 
with Castries and intermediate towns. and villages. The mail service 
by road for the easterly and southern district has been continued. 


POSTS 


Throughout the years 1949 and 1950 the British West Indian Airways 
continued their service which connects the British West Indian Islands 
from Jamaica to Trinidad with the exception of Dominica and 
St. Vincent. On 17th May, 1950, the British West Indian Airways 
extended the service to Martinique and Guadeloupe. In November, 
1950, arrangements were made to forward air mails to Dominica and 
St. Vincent via Barbados twice weekly. Mails to other parts of the 
world are forwarded to Trinidad for onward transmission. 

During 1949 and 1950 Pan American Airways continued to call at 
St. Lucia (Beane Field, Vieux Fort) on the run between Trinidad and 
Puerto Rico. 


Surface mails from the United Kingdom, Europe, Canada and the 
United States of America were received by steamers of the Harrison 
Line, Canadian National Steamships, and the Alcoa Steamship 
Company. Mails were despatched to the destinations mentioned 
above, by these steamers and also via Barbados by M.V. Rady Joy and 
the many schooners that ply between these islands. 

Steamers of the French Line plying between Martinique and St. 
Lucia and between Martinique and French Guiana via the southern 
islands continued the service during 1949 and 1950. 

Inland communication between different parts of the island is by 
means of road or coastal launch services. Government pays a subsidy 
for the carriage of mails, passengers and cargo on both routes. The 
coastwise service from Soufri¢re to Castries and return via Anse la 
Raye and Canaries was daily except Wednesdays, Sundays and bank 
holidays. The coastwise service to Choiseul, Laborie and Vieux Fort 
was three times a week. The overland service from Vieux Fort to 
Castries and return via Micoud, Patience and Dennery was four times 
a week. The overland route is approximately 40 miles and runs from 
Castries in a southerly direction across the island from west to east to 
Dennery turning south to Vieux Fort along the coast. 

Their Majesties’ Silver Wedding Stamps of Id. and £1 which were 
placed on sale on 26th November, 1948, were withdrawn from sale on 
26th February, 1949, and the corresponding denominations in the 
existing series were replaced. A new definitive issue, with values 
expressed in West Indian dollars and cents, replaced the issue in 
sterling currency on Ist October, 1949. 
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On 10th October, 1949, a special issue of five cents, six cents, 12 cents 
and 24 cents denominations to commemorate the 75th Anniversary of 
the Universal Postal Union was placed on sale for a period of three 
months. 

On Ist June, 1950, two new sub-post offices were established at 
Mabouya in the Quarter of Dennery and Saltibus in the Quarter of 
Laborie with restricted postal facilities. 

The mercantile community is making greater use of the parcel post 
section. Eight thousand seven hundred and fifty parcels were received 
in 1950, compared with 7,591 in 1949 and 6,813 in 1948. 


TELEGRAPH AND RADIO 


The telegraph service was carried out by Cable and Wireless (West 
Indies) Ltd. The wireless telephone service was available between 
Castries and the United Kingdom, Canada and the British West Indian 
islands, and the United States of America from December, 1947. 


TELEPHONE 


The telephone system, owned and maintained by Government, 
operates 1664 miles of trunk lines ; 200 telephones were in service 
during 1949 and 225 during 1950. 


PART III 
Chapter 1: Geography and Climate 


GEOGRAPHY 


ST. Lucia is one of the curved chain of volcanic islands which comprise 
the Lesser Antilles. It is situated between the longitude limits 60° 
53’ West and 61° 05’ West and the latitude limits 13° 43’ North and 
14° 07’ North. It lies approximately halfway between St. Vincent to 
the south and the French island of Martinique to the north. Its 
greatest length north to south is 27 miles, its greatest breadth 14 miles. 
The area, 233 square miles, is a little more than that of the Isle of Man. 

The island is mountainous, the highest peak being Mt. Gimie 
(3,145 feet). The most spectacular mountains are the Gros Piton 
(2,619 feet) and the Petit Piton (2,461 feet), which are old volcanic 
forest clad cones rising sheer out of the sea near the town of Soufriére 
on the leeward.coast. A few miles away in an ancient crater are dark- 
coloured, hot, bubbling sulphurous springs, an indication of the 
decadent volcanic activity of this district. The mountains are inter- 
sected by numerous short rivers. In places, these rivers debouch into 
broad fertile and well cultivated valleys. 

According to the census taken in 1946 the population of the Island 
was 70,113. Of this number, about 20,000 live in towns and larger 
villages. The rest may be described as being a scattered rural popula- 
tion. The mountainous build and forested nature of the island have 
virtually restricted settlement to the coastal areas. The capital, 
Castries (population 7,056), is situated on a fine sheltered deep-water 
harbour (27 feet deep along quay-side at low water). Other settle- 
ments—Soufriére (3,219), Vieux Fort (2,747), Anse la Raye (1,524), 
Dennery (1,391), Micoud (1,141) as well as the smaller villages, 
Canaries, Laborie, Gros Islet, Choiseul—are all on the coast. The 
place names are largely of French origin. A corrupt French patois 
is still spoken especially amongst the rural population. 

Motorable roads connect Castries with all the main centres of 
population except one which is accessible only by sea. There is 
regular coastal communication on the leeward side of the island ; 
sloops and schooners also ply an inter-island trade from Castries. 
Modern conditions—especially the increasing use of oil-burning 
vessels—have led to the decline of the formerly important coaling 
industry in Castries. The harbour is still an important port of call for 
ocean-going liners and naval craft. 


CLIMATE 


The island lies in latitudes where the N.E. trade winds are almost a. 
constant influence. The rainfall varies considerably, being greatest 
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in the interior mountain region. The following are average yearly 
rainfall figures in inches from six selected stations : 


Station and Locality Length in Years of Average Rainfall in 

Period of Observation inches 
Corinth (North) 22 88°46 
Castries (W. Coast) 22 91-56 
Vanard (W. Interior) 18 107-03 
Quilesse (Central Interior) 9 158-01 
Soufriére (W. Coast) 22 96°35 
Vieux Fort (S. Coast) 19 70:04 


The first four months of the year tend to be the driest. During the 
rest of the year there is much variation with an insufficiency of reliable 
data to draw sound conclusions. Reliable temperature figures are not 
available. Generally speaking it can be said that the temperature 
rarely exceeds 90°F. and seldom falls below 70°F. except in the higher 
altitudes. The daily range is small. At Morne Fortune (Castries, 
845 feet) wind percentage figures show that 90 per cent of the winds 
come from the east, east-north-east, and north-east, a constancy of 
direction which is reflected in the fact that Castries airport has a one- 
directional air strip. 


Chapter 2: History 


It has not been easy to find information regarding the early history of 
St. Lucia, especially the story of the Caribs, the aborigines who in- 
habited the island. In fact, so scant is the information, that the date 
of discovery is uncertain, for according to. the known evidence of 
Columbus’s voyages, he appears to have missed the island. Even the 
early days of colonisation leave blanks that it is impossible to fill. 
Archaeological finds in various parts of the island, though of no major 
significance, may later contribute to the knowledge that is still to be 
learnt of the warlike race that resisted the early attempts of European 
settlement. 

As early as 1605, 67 Englishmen en route to Guiana, touched at St. 
Lucia and made an unsuccessful attempt to settle. The first recorded 
settlement was in 1638, when a few hundred men, under one Captain 
Judlee, with fortune seekers from Bermuda and St. Kitts, met with 
great opposition from the Caribs and were driven out in 1641. It is 
known that French settlers also staked claims in various parts of the 
island, but the real conflict did not begin until the French and the 
English laid inconclusive claims to the island, and from 1650 it became 
a bone of contention and war. The French claim was based upon the 
teputed grant of the island by Cardinal Richelieu, and the English 
contended that the island was granted to them by Charles I, who had 
given over sovereign riglits to the Earl of Carlisle. At the time, the 
French had formed a French West Indian Company, headed by 
De L’Olive and Du Plessis. 
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In 1650 it would appear that Royal grants had fallen into disfavour. 
The French under the Governor of Martinique, Du Parquet, took the 
opportunity to befriend the still hostile Caribs, and having allayed 
their suspicions, started a massacre of this fast-disappearing race. In 
1660 a peace treaty was made between the Caribs and the French. 
But quiet was not to last long, for in 1663, Francis, Lord Willoughby, 
who had a lease of the whole neighbouring island of Barbados contested 
the French claims to sovereignty.. Lord Willoughby placed the plans 
for attacking St. Lucia in the hands of the adventurer Thomas Warner, 
who with one thousand men set sail from Barbados, and descended 
upon the island and overpowered the French. This was the first full- 
dress rehearsal to the internecine wars that rocked the island for over 
one hundred and fifty years. The settlers and soldiers under Thomas 
Warner gave in to disease and attacks by the Caribs. In 1667 the 
French again took the island, which was formally restored to them at 
the Peace Treaty of Breda. 


In a brief exposition such as this it is not possible to give the full 
implications of this contest between the English and the French. ‘The 
island had undoubted strategic advantages, with good harbours and 
sheltered waters, where ships could refit, repair and re-victual. The 
powers recognised the extraordinary advantages of some of the harbours 
and bays on the western coast, so much so that the island adopted as 
its motto, “Statio haud malefida carinis”. In 1667 the island was 
made a dependency of the French island of Martinique. Between 
1651 and 1793, there was a succession of thirty-six French Governors 
during those periods when it was held by the French. 


It is believed that after the island was annexed to Martinique no 
settlers remained in St. Lucia. In 1718, the Regent d’Orleans made a 
grant of the Island to the Marshal D’Estrees who attempted to settle it 
once again. This further attempt at colonisation created resentment 
from the English, and in 1722 George I of England granted the island 
to the Duke of Montague. The Duke of Montague attempted to 
consolidate this grant by sending a strong party of colonists and soldiers 
under Captain Uring, to fight if possible the French at their base in 
Martinique. In 1723 the island was declared neutral, pending the 
decision of the interested parties. The decision was an agreeable one, 
for both sides agreed to withdraw their claims and settlers, and the 
island was used for the restricted purposes of refitting and watering 
ships. Twenty years later, in 1743, the Marquis de Caylus, Governor 
General of Martinque, ordered his troops to capture St. Lucia, for 
once again England and France were at war. In 1748 the Treaty of 
Aix la Chapelle declared the island to be neutral. 


The international situation in Europe flared into the Seven Years’ 
War .in 1756. In 1762, the island was captured by the naval forces of 
Admiral Rodney, yet this surrender was purposeless, for when the 
Treaty of Paris was signed in 1763, the island was assigned to France. 
At this period some of England’s leading soldiers and sailors took part 
in these campaigns, and names like Stewart, Abercrombie and Moore 
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are to be remembered. After 1763, the French started to lay fortifi- 
cations, and establish a permanent government. The island, in spite of 
these wranglings, had established by this time its foremost crop, sugar, 
for in 1765 the first sugar factory was established at Vieux Fort and 
negro slaves to work on the plantations were introduced. In 1772, 
the population was 2,018 whites, 633 coloured, and 12,795 Negroes. 

During the administration of the French, the island made some 
headway under Chevalier de Micoud. The town of Castries, its 
present capital, was transferred from Le Petit Carenage in the Castries 
harbour on the Vigie Peninsula to its present site. The fortifications 
were further strengthened by the building of the massive forts on Morne 
Fortune, a site which was to become one of the bloodiest battle- 
grounds of the Caribbean. In 1778, Rodney captured the island once 
again, and insisted that the island should be held at all costs, for he had 
now been fully convinced of its strategic potentialities. Exactly what 
Rodney thouglit of the island as a naval outpost of the Empire is con- 
tained in a letter addressed to the Earl of Sandwich, and is reproduced 
in Breen’s History of St. Lucia, a work published in 1844. Four years 
later, in 1782, Rodney repulsed a vigorous attempt by the French to 
retake the island. It was at this time that Britain launched one of the 
greatest blows at French naval power, with the defeat of the French 
fleet under de Grasse at the battle of the Saints. The irony of the 
Treaty of Versailles the following year was that St. Lucia was restored. 
to France. 

In 1794, a France torn with revolution at home, and in its depend- 
encies, received another blow when Admiral Jervis took the island. 
The following year, the island changed hands, when Victor Hughes, a 
French Republican and friend of Robespierre, captured the island in 
the name of France. In 1796, Sir Ralph Abercrombie and Sir John 
Moore retook the island for England, only for it to be restored to 
France by the Treaty of Amiens in 1802. Morne Fortune was turned 
into the decisive battle ground in 1803, for the Morne was carried by 
storm by well-known British Regiments. Finally this island was ceded 
to Britain in 1814 at the Treaty of Paris. 

St. Lucia, like the rest of the archipelago, was an important link in 
the chain of rivalry for trade. The island was gradually being 
developed with plantations expanding their cultivation of sugar, 
cotton, coffee and spices, but it did not seem to “settle down’’, for 
after it had gained respite from war, came the rising tide of revolt, and 
the Emancipation Act of 1833, when the slaves were set free after their 
period of apprenticeship. 

Breen said in his History of St. Lucia, “‘Although St. Lucia’s pro- 
gress has been retarded by a thousand vicissitudes—fires and hurri- 
canes, and internecine divisions and maroon wars, and foreign invasion 
and political broils, and financial difficulties and even bankruptcy ; 
yet there is no colony that has passed through the ordeal of emanci- 
pation with less detriment to the interests of public order..... 3 

In the post-abolition days, and with the end of the industrial revolu- 
tion of Europe, the commerce of the island grew. With the advent of 
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steamships the Colony became an important coaling centre, and in 
1913 ranked as the thirteenth largest coaling station in the British 
commonwealth. 


In 1838, St. Lucia was included with Barbados, Granada and St. 
Vincent in one general Government, with headquarters at Barbados, 
under the Governor-General, with a Lieutenant-Governor residing in 
each of the other islands. In 1885, a new Windward Island Govern- 
ment was established, comprising St. Lucia, St. Vincent, Grenada and 
Tobago, with headquarters in Grenada. In 1851, the Castries Muni- 
cipal Corporation was formed, to administer the affairs of the small 
capital town, and 1n 1890 the Castries Town Board replaced that body. 
The Castries Town Board is the oldest wholly elected municipal 
authority in the British West Indies. 


During World War I, St. Lucia was one of the largest Admiralty 
coaling stations. With the change-over to oil-burning vessels, the 
coaling trade has declined. An important event in St. Lucia’s history 
was the establishment of two United States Bases, under the 1940 
Anglo-American Agreement. 


The Castries Fire of 19-20th June, 1948, is a dark page in St. Lucia’s 
history, and has already been described in the 1948 Report. 


During 1950 the United States Base at Beane Field was “‘de-acti- 
vated”’ and Government assumed control by agreement. 


Chapter 3: Administration 


The Government of St. Lucia is administered by an Administrator who 
is responsible to the Governor of the Windward Islands, aided by an 
Executive Council. The constitution of the Executive Council is 
regulated by Royal Instructions of 1938, 1939 and 1945. When present 
in the Colony the Governor presides and in his absence the Adminis- 
trator. The Executive Council consists of the Administrator, the 
Assistant Administrator, the Crown Attorney and the Treasurer as 
ex-officio members and such other persons as His Majesty or the 
Governor with the approval of the Secretary of State may appoint. 


The law-making body is the Legislative Council reconstituted in 
1936 by Order in Council and consisting of the Governor, three ex- 
officio members (the Administrator, Crown Attorney and Treasurer), 
three nominated members and five elected members, one each for three 
electoral districts and two for the district which includes the capital. 
The presiding member has a casting vote only. 


The franchise extends to British subjects of 21 years of age who have 
resided in the Island for. 12 months at least previous to registration and 
have the following income or property qualification : income of $144 
per annum ; real property worth $480 or rent of $57-20 per annum ; 
or the payment of $3-60 in direct taxes. Persons desiring to register, 
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unless incapacitated by blindness or some other physical cause, are 
required to sign their names and date their signature in their own hand. 


Under the Legislative Council (Elected Members) Ordinance, 1939 
as amended in 1945, the register of voters is made triennially, the most 
recent one having been completed in October, 1950, showing a total 
number of 2,553 voters for the four electoral districts. 

The powers of the Governor are contained in Letters Patent dated 
9th April, 1924, and Royal Instruction of the same date. The 
Governor has reserve powers under an Order in Council, dated 27th 
October, 1936, for ensuring the passage of legislation which he con- 
siders expedient in the interests of public faith or of good government. 
Proceedings in council are regulated by Standing Rules and Orders 
dated Sth October, 1926. 


In practice a Finance Committee, consisting of members of Legis- 
lative Council, which can be convened informally, functions as a 
consultative body and enables legislators to be kept in continuous 
touch with affairs. 


Directly responsible to the Administrator are the Heads of Depart- 
ment. The following are the principal departments : Administration 
Department, Agricultural Department, Audit Department, Education 
Department, Lands and Surveys Department, Legal Department, 
Medical Department, Police Department, Port and Marine Depart- 
ment, Post Office Department, Public Works Department and Treasury 
and Customs Department. 


LOCAL GOVERNMENT 


The Castries Town Board is a wholly elected body which prides 
‘itself on a history dating from 1890. The Board is constituted under 
the Castries Town Board Ordinance, No. 129, 1916 Revision, and 
within the limits of the Town of Castries has complete authority for 
raising and spending funds. In addition to the usual functions 
performed by a municipality, the Board is responsible for the supply 
of electricity to Castries and surroundings. Elections are held yearly 
as from 1950, and one-third of the members of the Board retire every 
year in rotation, but are eligible for re-election. The members elect 
their chairman. In 1950 the number of the members of the Board 
were increased to nine. 


A major development in administration took place in 1948, when 
towns and villages started on the road to managing their own affairs 
under powers given by the Local peuronies Ordinance of 1946, 
proclaimed law in 1947. 


Previously small towns and villages were eaeeied by improve- 
ment committees, appointed by Government to advise village wardens 
on matters affecting their community. These committees had no 
statutory powers. The change over to a democratic system of local 
government was received with great enthusiasm, and at the 1947 
Conference delegates made recommendations that the future local 
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authorities should determine and control boundaries, roads, bridges 
and buildings, recreation grounds, sanitation, poor relief and local 
welfare, water services, electricity, fire fighting, markets and abattoirs, 
pounds and cemeteries, rates and taxes. 


These towns and villages continued to manage their own affairs in 
1949 and 1950, with an annual grant in aid by Central Government, 
together with their collections of rates and taxes. 


Elections were held in 1949 and 1950 and few changes took place 
among retiring members who were eligible for re-election. The most 
important event was a Conference of Delegates of Local Authorities 
which was held in Castries. The function of the Conference was to 
examine aspects of financial assistance received from Central Govern- 
ment funds, new taxes that could be raised, and subsidiary legislation 
to widen the powers of the various councils. This conference was 
followed by an investigation into the financial relationship between 
the Central Government and local authorities. The findings of the 
Financial and Economic Adviser to the Government of the Windward 
Islands now serve as a valuable guide to the various authorities. 


The functions of a District Officer are in the main supervisory. The 
Ordinance does not vest him with any official status within the local 
authorities, his position being that of the representative of the Adminis- 
trator resident in the district. Administratively it has been arranged 
that matters affecting the districts under his supervison should be 
transmitted through the District Office to the Central Administration. 


One function of the District Officer in 1949 and 1950 was to 
administer the United States Air Force Base, Beane Field, which 
provides electricity and water to adjoining inhabited areas, and is still 
used as an airport. 


In the Ordinance the functions of the local authorities are fully 
defined. The authorities are enabled to accumulate funds on which 
they may draw in accordance with estimates approved by the Central 
Administration. The accounts are subject to audit by the Audit 
Department and inspection by members of the Legislative Council. 


An attempt has been made to make the Ordinance sufficiently elastic 
to enable authorities, however called, to develop into fully elected 
bodies as they gain stability from experience. Provision is made for 
a direct subvention from central funds and for dissolution by the 
Governor-in-Council in the event of persistent mismanagement. 
Where a local authority is dissolved the Governor may by nomination 
complete the constitution of the Council or, in certain circumstances, 
appoint a person to act in the place of the local authority. 


Chapter 4: Weights and Measures 


The standard measures recognised by the laws of St. Lucia are the 
Imperial yard, the Imperial pound, and the Imperial gallon. 


Chapter 5: Newspapers and Periodicals 


Two newspapers are published in Castries. 

The Voice of St. Lucia, established 1885, is published usually five 
times a week. . 

The West Indian Crusader, founded in 1934, is a bi-weekly public- 
ation. 


Chapter 6: Reading List 


St. Lucia, by H. H. BREEN. Longmans, Brown, Green & Longmans, 
1844. | 


St. Lucia Handbook, by E. C. GARRAWAY (1902). Revision by W. W. 
Palmer. Castries, 1904. 


The following books have sections on St. Lucia : 
History of the British Colonies in the West Indies, by BRYAN EDWARDS 
3 vols. (1793). 
‘The English in the West Indies, by J. A. FRoupE. Longmans, 1888. 
A Historical Geography of the British Colonies. Vol. II: The West 
Indies, by C. P. Lucas, C.B. 2nd ed. Frowde, 1905. 
The Pocket Guide to the West Indies, by SIR ALGERNON ASPINALL. 
Macmillan, 
Geography of the West Indies and Adjacent Islands, by J. O. 
CUTTERIDGE. 2nd ed. Nelson, 1948. 
West Indian Histories, Book III: Story of the West Indian Colonies, 
by Epwarp W. DANIEL. Nelson, 1942. 
The Year Book of the British West Indies. Skinner. 


OFFICIAL PUBLICATIONS 
Obtainable from St. Lucia or through Crown Agents for the Colonies. 


An Investigation of Credit Facilities for Small Cultivators in the Wind- 
ward Islands, by E. L. Jack. Obtainable free from the Government 
of St. Lucia. 

Report on the Causes and Circumstances of the Fire in Castries, St. 
Lucia, on the 19th and 20th June, 1948, by Mr. Justice A. V. CRANE. 
Report of the Enquiry held into the St. Lucia Police Force, July, 1948, 

by Brigadier A. S. MAVROGORDATO. 

The Revised Sketch Development Plan—1946-1956. 
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Financial Survey, 1950, by A. M. MAc.Leop Situ, Financial and 
Economic Adviser, Windward Islands. 


Memoir of the Constitutional Development of St. Lucia, by K. H. C. 
ALLEYNE, Crown Attorney. 


Obtainable from H.M. Stationery Office 


Closer Association of the British West Indian Colonies. Cmd. 7120, 
1947. 9d. (10d.) 


Conference on the Closer Association of the British West Indian Colonies, 
Montego Bay, Jamaica, 1947. Part I: Report. Cmd. 7291, 1948. 
9d. (1ld.) Part II: Proceedings. Colonial No. 218, 1948. 3s. 
(3s. 3d.) 


British Caribbean Area. Unification of Public Services, 1948-49. 
Colonial No. 254, 1950. 2s. (2s. 2d.) 


Report of the British Caribbean Standing Closer Association Committee, 
1948-49. Colonial No. 255, 1950. 3s. (3s. 3d.) 


Report of the Commission on the Establishment of a Customs Union in 
the British Caribbean Area, 1948-50. Colonial No. 268, 1951. 
Ts. 6d. (7s. 10d.) 


Development and Welfare in the West Indies, 1945-46. Colonial No. 
212, 1947. 3s. (3s. 2d.); 1947-49. Colonial No. 264, 1950. 
4s. 6d. (4s. 9d.) ; 1950 Colonial No. 269, 1951. 4s. 6d. (4s. 9d.) 


West India Royal Commission Report on Agriculture, Fisheries, Forestry 
and Veterinary Matters, by F. L. ENGLEDow. Cmd. 6608, 1945. 
3s. 6d. (3s. 10d.) 


Nutrition in the West Indies. Report by B. S.-PLaTT. Colonial No. 
195, 1946. 9d. (11d.) 


Report of the West Indies Committee of the Commission on Higher 
Education in the Colonies. Cmd. 6654, 1945. 1s. 3d. (1s. 5d.) 


Prices in brackets include postage. 


APPENDIX I 


SCHEDULE OF WAGE RATES AWARDED BY THE ARBITRATION TRIBUNAL 
(Cents per hour) 


Apprentices Semiskilled Tradesmen Foremen 
Min. Max. Min. Max. Min. Max. Min. Max. 
Electricians 
Welders 
Turners 103 133 163 214 224 344 354 514 
Mechanical Equip. 
Operators 
Joi 
sci \ 10 13h 16h 18h) 19k) 29k 30k 434 
Masons 
ee ae 
Painters. 10} 13 «16:18 = 18k = 26k = 27k 39h 
Drillers 
Smiths 
Chauffeur — a _ —_ 194 284 = = 
Normal Rate Semiskilled Gangers 
Min. Max. Min. Max. Min. Max. 
Labourers : Male 13 15 183 193 314 


Female 11 13 


164 


Timekeepers 

Storekeepers 214 303 — — — — 
Checkers 

Watchmen 13 — — o = oe 
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APPENDIX II 
Certain other Wage Rates 


Commerce 
Shop Assistants (Minimum Monthly Wage) - 1949 1950* | 
Male : . : : ; . $16.42—$18.60 $18.00—$20.40 
Female ; : : . : . $13.68—$15.32 $15.00—$16.80 


* The weekly hours of work were 


Domestic Servants 


Fed and/or lodged $2.40 to $ 8.40 per month (12 hrs. per day average) 
Not fed or lodged $4.80 to $13.20 ,, be gh ee’ fea be 


Waterfront Workers (by agreement) 


1949 & 1950 Overtime 
Dockmen . : ; 5 36 cents per hour 54 cents per hour 
Holdmen .. 40 cents ,, ,, 60 cents ,,_ ,, 
Winchmen, guywaymen and 
gangwaymen. 52 cents ,, 5, 78 cents ,, 5, 
Tally Clerks ‘ : ; 80 cents ,, ,, $1.20 See ae 
Public Service 
(Salary per year) 

Clerical Officers 1949 1950 
Special Grade Clerk $1,680 x 96—$2,016  Principa)] $1,680 x 96—$2,016 
First Class Clerk $1,200 x 72—$1,560 Senior $1,200 x 72—$1,560 
Second Class Clerk $ 600 x 48—$1,080 Junior $ 384x48—$ 720 
Third as 9 $ 384x48—$ 528 es x 72—$1,200 
Clerk in training $288 : , ‘ $288 

Subordinate Officers 
Sub Class I ; ‘ ; . $480 x 48—$720 
Sub Class II : : ; : $408 x 24—$480 
Sub Class III : , : : $312 x 24—8408 
Sub Class IV , F ' ; $216 x 14.40—$288 

Police Force 
Sub Inspector : : : : $1,200 x 48—$1,440 
Band Master : : ; : $1,200 x 48—$1,440 
Station Sergeant . : : : S$ 768 x 48—$ 864 
Sergeants ‘ : ‘ . $ 624 x 28.80—S$768 
Corporals $ 576 x 24—38624 
Lance Corporals $ 528 x 24—$576 
Constables $ 432 x 24—$528 
Recruits $ 288 for Ist six months 

$ 384 for 2nd ,, - 
Rates of cost-of-living bonus payable to employees in the Public Service 
Salaries : up to $288 per annum 40 per cent 
from $292.80—$720 - - 30 4, 45 


»  $724.80—$1,200 es ” 20 ng, 
»  $1,202.80—$1,920  ,, ” TO: ya. 5 
over $1,920 a ‘‘ $192 per annum 
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SUMMARY OF LABOUR LEGISLATION 


Legislation dealing with Trade Unions 


Trade Unions Regulations, No. 16 of 1937. 

Trade Unions and Trade Dispute Ordinance, No. 4 of 1948. 

The Trade Unions and Trade Disputes Ordinance, No. 4 of 1948 
repealed Ordinances Nos. 26 of 1933, 25 of 1939, 11 of 1941 and 
6 of 1942. 


Legislation dealing with the Employment of Women and Children. 


Employment of Women, Young Persons and Children Ordinance, 
No. 22 of 1934. 

Employment of Women, Young Persons and Children (Amendment) 
Ordinance, No. 9 of 1939. 

Employment of Women Ordinance, No. 8 of 1946 (not yet pro- 
claimed to be in operation). 


Legislation establishing wage fixing machinery. 

Daily Labourers Wages Payment Ordinance, No. 13 of 1924. 

Labour (Minimum Wage) Ordinance, No. 5 of 1935. 

Labour (Minimum Wage) (Amendment) Ordinance, No. 3 of 1937. 

Labour (Minimum Wage) (Amendment) Ordinance, No. 6 of 1938. 

Labour (Minimum Wage) (Amendment) Ordinance, No. 24 of 1941. 

Labour (Coaling Industry) (Minimum Wage) Order, No. 63 of 1941. 

Labour (Minimum Wage) (Agricultural Labourers) Order, No. 64 
of 1946 as amended by S.R. & O. No. 19 of 1950. 

Labour (Minimum Wage) (Shop Assistants) Order, No. 2 of 1949 
as amended by S.R. & O. No. 18 of 1950. 


Legislation dealing with Arbitration 
Trade Disputes (Arbitration and Inquiry) Ordinance, No. 15 of 1940. 


Legislation dealing with Workmen’s Compensation 
Workmen’s Compensation Ordinance, No. 7 of 1941. 
Workmen’s Compensation (Amendment) Ordinance, No. 4 of 1942. 
Workmen’s Compensation (Amendment) Ordinance, No. 7 of 1949. 
Workmen’s Compensation Regulations, No. 58 of 1942. 


Factory Legislation 


Factories Ordinance, No. 8 of 1943. 
Factory Regulations, No. 8 of 1948. 
Steam Boilers Ordinance, No. 1 of 1932. 
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Employers and Servants Legislation 


Employers and Servants Ordinance, No. 29 of 1938. 
Employers and Servants (Amendment) Ordinance, No. 23 of 1941. 


Recruitment of Workers Legislation 
Recruiting of Workers Ordinance, No. 31 of 1939 
Recruiting of Workers (Amendment) Ordinance, No. 2 of 1941. 
Recruiting of Workers Regulations, No. 13 of 1942. 


Legislation Relating to Working Hours 
Shop (Hours) Ordinance, No. 5 of 1941. 
Shop (Hours) (Amendment) Ordinance, No. 28 of 1949. 
Shop (Hours) Order, No. 2 of 1942 as amended by S.R. & O. No. 
51 of 1942. 


Labour Welfare Legislation 


Sugar Export Cess Ordinance, No. 5 of 1947. 
Sugar Cess (Administration) Regulations, No. 1 of 1948. 





APPENDIX IV 


STATEMENT OF COLONIAL DEVELOPMENT AND 
WELFARE SCHEMES INITIATED AND IN PROGRESS 
IN 1949 AND 1950 








Grant Expenditure | Expenditure 
Scheme Approved 
No. 1949 & 1950 
$ 
D 13C (ag) Purchase of Portable Gramophone 72 —_— 
D 67J Vigie Airport Completion i F 183,600 — 
D 91 (A Morne Giraud (Supp.) ‘ 8,160 82 
92 Agricultural Superintendent (Staff) é 37,540 —_ 
D 93 (a) Pasture Improvement ' . 2,400 — 
94 Forest Conservance 2,400 —_ 
D 95A Unescheated Lands . ; , : 33,600 3,172 
D 156 Health Centre : ; : 135,465 2,469 
D 156A Soufriére Hospital Supp.) 3,408 58 
D 200B (ar) Training of Forestry 2,011 — 
D 200C (u) Training in Domestic Science 
(Barbados) . 1,440 —_ 
D 201A (m) Training of Medical Officer in Leprosy 
(Control and Treatment) : 480 — 
D 201A (Q)z Visit of Dr. Simmonds _. ; ; 240 208 
D 376/A Black Bay Land Settlement : 123,696 2,256 
D 452 Improvement to Vieux Fort Hospital 17,040 
D 607 Fishery Development 14,880 2,973 
D 649 Vieux-Fort Water Su oP Centre 58,224 15,037 
D 660 Soufriére Agricultur 34,992 7,9 
D 661 Castries Sanitation . 26,400 — 
D 690 Marketing Organisation . ; 24,000 817 
D 690 (a) Co-operative Societies Officer . 21,600 2,006 
D 700 Castries Water Supply 120,000 4,056 
D 724 Education Officer . 31,243 6,219 
D 734/A Executive Architect . 77,284 22,429 
D 781 Teacher Training, St. Lucia 68,731 24,106 
D 800 Extension of Cocoa Industry 114, 110 21,427 
D 889/A Central Housing and Pisawing 
Authority. 35 337 7,920 
D 942 Assistant Inspector of Schools — : 11,361 2,338 
D 946 ant Charge Castries Water Supply 
; 10,080 2,213 
D 947 Rocculeeul Development Dennery 
Vieux Fort Area 148,449 14,373 
D 957 Laboratory Equipment, ‘St. Mary’ s 
College 4,800 536 
D 969 Engineering Staff Public Works 
Department : . 60,480 9,252 
D 969A Additional Engineering Staff , 46,329 11,914 
D 989 Maintenance of epee in British 
Guiana , 10,560 _ 
D 1000 Health Centres 81,240 8,058 
D 1001 Demolition of Vigie Barrack Block . ,600 — 
D 1002/A School Buildings _. 119,649 38,055 
D 1024 Teacher Training, Trinidad ,880 —_— 
D 1028 Assistant Social Welfare cme 11,702 3,548 
D 1040 Fisheries, St. Lucia 3,216 _ 
D 1094 Teacher Lisinag, Antigua 907 _— 
D 1101/A Fire Fighting Services . 39,451 _— 
D 1101C és ee - 5,582 —_ 
D 1101B/D ‘ 13,920 — — 
D 1110 Dennery’ Vieux Fort Road : 116, 414 116,414 —_ 
D 1113 Additional Staff for Reconstruction 
of Castries . . 33,244 10,531* 14,989 
D 1116 Swamp Reclamation 16,080 4,682 4,032 
D 1123 Equipment for Primary Schools 15,456 8,018 5,667 
D 1129 Acquisition of Land 68, 710 181,566 
D 1153 Staff Quarters, Offices and ‘Stores 208,032 236,979 61,7 
D 1155/A Visit of Valuers : ‘ ‘. 5,760 486 —_ 
Dill Zenon-De Colon Road 3,840 3,749 —_ 
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APPENDIX IV continued 


STATEMENT OF COLONIAL DEVELOPMENT AND 
WELFARE SCHEMES INITIATED AND IN PROGRESS 
IN 1949 anp 1950 
































Grant Expenditure | Expenditure 
Scheme Title Approved 
No. 1949 & 1950 
$ 
D 1199/A Housing in Burnt Area . ; : 280,320 
D 1212 Vide Bouteille Housing . : 72,000 
D 1225 Compensation and Demolition ; 196,800 210, 563 
D 1229 Additional Architectural Staff . , 7,987 
D 1231 Agricultural Superintendent-Staff ; 46,123 16,615 
D 1239 Purchase of Land ace Housing in 
Burnt Area . . : 48,000 218,779 
D 1249 Banana Industry ; ; 28,800 9,297 
D 100 (a) Timber Tests in West Indies : 240 — 
D 1108(12) Training of Sanitary Inspector (Renee) 
in Jamaica . 1,430 806 
D 1108(83) Training of School Teacher and 
Health Nurse in Jamaica ; 3,216 1,645 
D 1267 Repairs to Anse la Raye Bridge ° 6,768 6,373 
D 1283 Public Health Engineering Staff A 33,580 6,749 
D 1300 Fire and Port Police Station . ;: 214,320 — 
D 1333 Roads. 19,200 43,286 
D 1330 La Fargue Investigation and Demon- 
stration Centre. . 42,774 — 
D 1428 Public Health Engineeri ; Works. 37,449 5,616 
D 1507 Castries Methodist Schoo : : . 172 
D 1397 Forest Preservation . ‘ ‘ ‘ 32,587 — 
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TWO COLONIAL OFFICE PUBLICATIONS 
OF GENERAL INTEREST 


The Colonial Service 
as a Career 


By KENNETH BRADLEY, C.M.G. 


Written especially for young people who are thinking of 
making their careers in the Colonial Service this book 
nevertheless contains much useful and interesting information 
based upon the author’s first hand experience as a Colonial 
Civil Servant. He describes the aims and ideals of the 
service, the kind of life, the opportunities offered, and the 
qualities required of officers in the Service. 


Price 2s. Od. By post 2s. 2d. 


Appointments in 


His Majesty’s Colonial 


Service 


This book describes the standard of academical, professional 
or technical qualifications required for the various posts, and 
it answers the many questions on pay prospects, conditions 
of service, methods of recruitment and training after appoint- 
ment which a prospective candidate may wish to ask. 


Price 3s. 6d. By post 3s. 9d. 


Obtainable from 
H.M. STATIONERY OFFICE 


at the addresses shown on page 3 of the cover or 
through any bookseller. 
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COLONIAL REPORTS 


ANNUAL REPORTS 


BASUTOLAND GOLD COAST N. RHODESIA 
BECHUANALAND HONG KONG NYASALAND 
PROTECTORATE JAMAICA SARAWAK 
BRITISH GUIANA KENYA SIERRA LEONE 

BR. HONDURAS FED. OF MALAYA = SINGAPORE 
BRUNEI MAURITIUS SWAZILAND 
CYPRUS NIGERIA TRINIDAD 

FIJI NORTH BORNEO UGANDA 


BIENNIAL REPORTS 


* ADEN GIBRALTAR ST. VINCENT 
BAHAMAS GILBERT AND *SEYCHFLLES 
BARBADOS FLLICE I[s. *SOLOMON IS. 
*BERMUDA GRENADA SOMALILAND 
*CAYMAN IS. *LEEWARD IS. TONGA 
*DOMINICA *NEW HEBRIDES *TURKS AND 
FALKLAND IS. ST. HELENA CAICOS IS. 
GAMBIA *ST. LUCIA *ZANZIBAR 


* These territories will produce a Report for 1949-50 
and the remainder for 1950-5]. 


A standing order for selected Reports or for the 
complete series will be accepted by any one of the 
Sales Offices of H.M. Stationery Office at the following 
addresses : T York House, Kingsway, London, W.C.2; 
+ 429 Oxford Street, London, W.1 ; 13a Castle Street, 
Edinburgh, 2; 39 King Street, Manchester, 2 ; 
2 Edmund Street, Birmingham, 3; 1 St. Andrew’s 
Crescent, Cardiff: Tower Lane, Bristol, 1; 8&0 
Chichester Street, Belfast. 


A deposit of £4 (four pounds) should accompany 
standing orders for the complete series. 


t Post Orders for these Sales Offices should be sent 
to P.O. Box 569, London, S.E.1. 


ORDERS MAY ALSO BE PLACED THROUGH ANY BCOKSELLER 
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PHOTOMOUNT 
PAMPHLET BINDER 
lo 
Manufactured by 
GAYLORD BROS. Inc. 
Syrccuse, N.Y. 
Stockton, Calif. 
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